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For The Sunday-School Times, 
‘¢PROVE ME.’’ 


Bring the tithes into the storehouse; 
Let there be a bounteous store; 

Then I’ll pour you out a blessing 
Till ye have no room for more. 


Prove me now, ye doubting children, 
Let your faith attest my word; 

Fill your measure of the contract, 
Leave the balance to your Lord. 


Stand no longer idly waiting; 
Prayer unproved hath little power; 

Vain your longing, without effort, 
To advance the promised hour, 


Bring your offerings to the altar; 
Tithes of money, work and prayer; 

Yea, with earnest consecration, 
Give yourselves to service there. 


Then will I, the Lord Jehovah, 
Surely make my promise good, 
Open wide the heavenly windows, 

Pour you out a gracious flood. 


Lord, howcan we ever doubt thee, 
With such wondrous promises? 

Help us now by faith and labor, 
Prove thy readiness to bless. 


Morristown, N. J. ETA. 








For The Sunday-School Times. 


LAME BIRDS. 


BY THE REV. A. H. HOLLOWAY. 


ALKING in the woods one summer 
afternoon, a bird suddenly started up 
before me, limped, and fluttered away as if 
ithad been the chief cripple of birds. My 
first impulse was to run after her, but look- 
ing down at my feet I saw the cause of this 
pretty artifice. There among the leaves, as 
still as could be, wasa whole brood of young 
birds. The mother bird was not lame at 
all, but was using the power which God 
had given her to draw me away from her 
nest. 

Lame birds are not confined to the fea- 
thered tribe. A careful observer can often- 
times See something in human conduct very 
similar to this bird’s artifice. Many men 
have nests which they are trying to conceal. 

A certain member of a church—call him 
John Chronic—embraces every opportunity 
in meeting to talk about the lukewarmness 
of his fellow Christians. According to 
John, the church is in a deplorable condi- 
tion; sinners are falling into everlasting 
burnings, and Christians are doing nothing 
to save them. He urges the brethren to be 
in earnest, life is so brief and the danger so 
great. This is the speech which he inva- 
riably makes, and to listen to him one 
would get the impression that he is the only 
member of the church who is doing any- 
thing for Christ. 





But it often turns out that Chronic hasa 
nest to hide, and that all this fine talk is 
nothing more than a ruse to draw you away 
from it. It will be quite likely to happen 
that John is the laziest man in the church. 


Another person is continually grumbling 
about the covetousness of the members of 
thechurch. According to his view it is the 
stingiest body of people in existence. If 
thisone would give according to his ability, 
and that one, how the church would pros- 
per! the pastor’s salary would never be un- 
paid, and the Sabbath-school library would 
run over with beautiful books. If people 
would only give! Fromhis talk you would 
be led to believe that he is very liberal, and 
that the only reason why the church has not 
more money than it can use is because the 
Lord has not seen fit to place it in his 
hands. 

But if you observe this man—Timothy 
Parsimony by name—you will find that he 
has a nest to hide. 

I have in my mind one morecripple. We 
were opening our Sabbath-school fora sum- 
mer’s work. After hibernating during the 
winter, the most of us felt pretty well 
rested and longed to go to work. In order 
to increase the efficiency of the school, va- 
rious plans were proposed and discussed. 
Peter Promise was particularly earnest. 
His heart was glowing with zeal, and he 
seemed to be taking hold of the Sabbath- 
school with both hands. He had Sunday- 
school on the brain! The pastor and other 
teachers caught the infection, and we all 
went home thinking what a noble Sunday- 
school man Promise was, and what a good 
school we would have during the summer. 
Alas! alas! Promise belonged to’the nest- 
men, and that was the only time he ap- 
peared in our little Sunday-school, 

Reader, bewareéof lame birds. .~ 

oO or 
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YOUR VERY BEST. 


BY MRS. M. E. SANGSTER, 


66 TT OW is it that Amy Thorp succeeds so 
well with everything she under- 
takes?” said a visitor to the superinten- 
dent of —— school, as they left the infant 
class. 4 
A delicate, dark-eyed girl had itin charge, 
and the rows of bright faces upturned to 
hers, magnetized into attention by the 
charm of her manner, and answering 
readily in their quick expression to her 
every look, had greatly pleased the gentle- 
man. 
‘‘There is a good deal in Amy Thorp,”’ 





said the superintendent, ‘‘ and she gives a 
good deal out. She always does her very 
best.’’ 


It is a good rule, teacher. Our efforts are 


apt to be unequal. Temperament, health, 
domestic and business anxieties, a multi- 
tude of asides, often interfere with our Sun- 
day-school work. Always, however, to do 
the very best that one can at the time, un- 
sparing of self, forgetful of self, is the way 
to make one’s best the rule and not the 
exception. 

If only one scholar is present, let us teach 
that one as though there were but three 
persons in the universe, the child, ourself, 
and Christ the Lord. 

‘What are you working for?’ said 
Rufus to Winthrop Landholm, in that 
sweet book, ‘‘The Hills of the Shatemuc.”’ 


‘“‘That I may by-and-bye hear ‘ Well 
done,’ from the lips of my king.” 
That will be reward enough, my 


brother. 








“ SUNDAY-SCHOOL SAMUEL.” 


 gwntaen was a boy picked up in the 
street, as low and deeply sunk in guilt 
and crime as is possible for a Jad not fifteen 
years of age. Almost every sentence he 
uttered was prefaced by an oath, and ob- 
scene and blasphemous words seemed to be 
his great delight. I felt that he was almost 
a hopeless case; and for fear of the influ- 
ence of his example upon the other scholars, 
it was suggested that he be dismissed from 
the school; but I pleaded for the boy a little 
longer. 

For a long time Samuel baffled every at- 
tempt to make a religious impression upon 
him. He would be very troublesome in his 
classes, tease and pinch the scholars next 
to him, tear the books openly, insolently 
address the teachers, and before the whole 
school use the most profane and indecent 
language. He would come in dirty, tattered 
clothes ; it seemed as if he was determined 
never to come to school with clean hands 
or face. But still he came more regularly 
than any otherscholar: nostorm kept him 
away; and he was always punctual. That 
is one good point, I thought, if he only will 
keep coming; and I still persevered, though 
without one ray of encouragement, for a 
long time. 

Finally, one day he said to me, very ab- 
ruptly, ‘‘Mr. H——, you don’t care noth- 
ing about me, do you ?”’ 

‘““Why, yes, Samuel,” I said, ‘‘I care a 
great deal about you, and feel very anxious 
that youshould become a good boy.” 

‘* Well, I guess you are the first one that 


. 
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ever did,” he said; ‘‘but I don’t think no- 
body cares if Iam dead or alive.’’ 

‘‘ The Lord Jesus cares for you, Samuel,’’ I 
replied, watching my opportunity to speak 
the blessed name. 

‘‘ He don’t know me,”’ answered Samuel. 
‘*T guess if he did he wouldn’t care noth- 
ing for me.’? 

‘“Yes he does know you, Samuel. Heis 
watching you every day and night; and 
he is ready and willing to save you, to 
make you his child for ever.’’ 

‘‘Now, Mr. H—, that is all gammon,”’ 
said Samuel; ‘‘do you suppose that he 
knew I stole that can of oysters last night, 
and cuffed Bill Small because he called me 
a thief? The oysters was good, any way, 
thief or no thief; and I had a firstrate sup- 
per! Now do you suppose, if he knew all 
these things, he would think I was worth 
saving ?”’ 

I talked long and earnestly with Samuel ; 
told him of the thief upon the cross, of 
Peter, who denied his Master, and the Jews 
who crucified their Lord. He listened 
earnestly, and by-and-by his dirty hands 
were put up to his soiled face, and big tears 
trickled between his fingers, and he asked, 
“What can Ido?’ ‘‘ How can I be saved ?”’ 

My interest, of course, was much in- 
creased, and I visited Samuel in his home. 
Gradually he left off his vile language and 
wicked manners, and appeared first with 
clean hands and faee, then a patched jacket 
or a clean collar. I encouraged him in 
every possible way, and finally brought 
him to my mother’s house as errand-boy ; 
and there was never a more faithful and 
devoted lad. He went on from month to 
month improving, until he became the pat- 
tern-scholar in our school; and in due time 
he took a class of vagrant boys himself, and 
taught them faithfully and successfully. 

Last year a new school was organized in 
another part of the city, and at my sugges- 
tion ‘‘Sunday-School Samuel’’ has almost 
entirely the management of it. He is a 
gentleman, a devoted, earnest Christian 
gentleman, in his manners and heart. It 
seems like an impossibility, when I think 
what he was six years ago, when he first 
shuffled into our school with other vagrant 
boys. Oh, let us all learn to be patient in 
well-doing, and forget not while life lasts 
even the vilest of sinners may be called to 
the knowledge and love of the blessed Lord 
Jesus.—American Messenger. 

—_———DO ODD OO 
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Little Worries. 


HERE are some supreme moments in 
life, when the soul is borne out of itself, 
and seems to gather strength from the 
fountain of strength. The hour of a crush- 
ing grief proves this. How often we see 
those who are frail and worn, meeting the 
storm of sorrow with grave and sweet com- 
posure. The one for whom we trembled 
most, is clothed with power. 

But the trifling worrying cares of every- 
day, that jar and grate upon our sensibili- 
ties, how hard they are to bear with calm- 
ness and fortitude. The little things that 





will go wrong, the vexatious things, the 
things with which servants and employees 
have to do, for how much grace do they 
call! The Christian who can go through 
one week-day with unruffled temper, and 
gentle speech, has attained a height on the 
Christian way. 

Let us take our little worries to Jesus. 
When we pray, let us make our prayers 
definite. We need living grace—grace to 
keep our brows smooth and our eyes bright, 
amid the crowding pin-pricks of care, that 
will enter into the happiest home. 


a mm ee 
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‘‘Forbid Them Not.’ 


aa. had been calling some of my little 
flock into his own fold. Several had 
heard the voice of their Shepherd and fol- 
lowed him. One day our pastor asked all 
the children who wanted to love the 
Saviour, to come to his study and havea 
talk with him after school. 

The children had been away some time, 
when I heard a sobbing at the door. I 
went out and found little Emma crying as 
if her heart would break. I brought her in, 
and after I had soothed her asked, why are 
you crying? “Oh! teacher,’’ said she, 
‘‘all the others have gone to the minister’s 
to love Jesus, and I wanted to go too, but 
they wouldn’t let me ’cause I was so little. 
They said the minister didn’t mean such 
little ones as me. Do you believe he means 
such little girls? because I do want to love 
him.’’ ‘‘ Yes, he does mean just such little 
ones as you, Emma. Don’t you know he 
says, ‘Suffer the little children to come 
unto me and forbid them not?’ That 
means you—and you and I will love Jesus 
right here, just as well as up to the minis- 
ter’s.”’ 

So little Emma came to Jesus, and 
Jesus taught me that he really means the 
little ones, when he says, ‘‘Suffer them to 
come unto me,”’ M. 

2 > 
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CHOOSING. 


T was New Year’s day. The minister in 
B—— had preached from the text, 
‘*Choose ye this day whom ye will serve.”’ 
Afterwards one of the teachers had brought 
home the solemn lesson to her Sabbath- 
school class, and closed by saying: 

‘*My dear boys! This is a day of de- 
cisions. Ah! how many will be made to- 
day. How many will take new friends and 
new masters. We shall all be better or 
worse for this day’s thoughts and resolu- 
tions. I have here a little paper to which I 
should be very glad if you could all affix 
your names. Upon it is written, ‘I will 
this day choose Christ for my Master.’ I 
trust that I long since made this choice, 
but I love to put my name beneath those 
words so full ofmeaning. I pass the paper 
to you, praying silently that you may all 
this day choose Christ.’ : 

Silently she passed the paper and pencil 
to Willie, who sat at the endof the class, 





== 


Willie had made up his mind beforehand 
to begin that day to love Jesus, soit did not 
take him long to decide, although he hesi- 
tated a little as he saw all the boys were 
looking at him. His hand trembled and 
the color came, but he felt glad and happy 
when he gave the paper to Henry. Henry 
stopped, looked down, the tears came tu his 
eyes, but he seemed about to-refuse, when 
Willie said : 

‘Oh, Harry, do sign it, I’m so glad I 
did.”’ 

That decided the question, and soon the 
paper was passed to John with two boys’ 
names upon it. John shook his head and 
would not take it. 

‘*Oh, do,’’ whispered Willie, but John 
still refused to choose Jesus for his Master. 

And so did Frank and Fred. George, 
who was at the further end of the class 
took the paper quickly as if afraid of wait- 
ing for a moment, and then all the class 
had chosen—half for Christ and half against 
him. 

Christ’s half are now his loving, active 
happy followers. The world’s half are still 
following the world, restless, unsatisfied. 
I sometimes fear that New Year’s choice 
will be their final one, and that they chose 
that Sabbath for all eternity! J. R. M. 


ee 


The Sunday-School and the Family. 
BY THE REY. THOMAS D. ANDERSON, dD. D. 


[The address which is printed below, formed part 
of the proceedings of the National Baptist Sunday- 
School Convention lately assembled at St. Louis, 
Dr. Anderson is of New York city.] 

I AM pleased to come here and speak on 
this subject as my heart dictates. Itisa 
precious subject to me. A few little, almost 
simple, postulates will give me the ground 
of the details which I now present. The 
Sunday-school is not the fruit of the neces- 
sity of individuals, as such, for the salvation 
and religious instruction of the young—not 
the necessity of individuals as such. It is 
rather a necessity of the church as such. I 
therefore entirely repudiate the separation 
between the two. The relation between 
these will be brought out very distinctly by 
another speaker. But I want tosay, the only 
connection between the Sunday-school and 
the family that is to be permanent is the 
relation which shows itself through the 
Church of Jesus Christ. The Sunday- 
school is the result always of the church 
formed, or of adesire to form one. Lop 
off that, and you have no school that is 
effective. The inspiration, therefore, of the 
Sunday-school must come through this 
channel. The church, then, is a divine 
institution. The family is a divine institu- 
tion, which the church has to take and 
regenerate within itself. Therefore, of 
course, these interests will intermingle. 


Now, as the young are elevated by faith, 
no rightly-constituted church will leave 
the care of the salvation of the children to 
the unaided efforts of the family ; and no 
rightly-constituted family will leave the 
care of their dear offspring to the unaided 
efforts of the church. Hence church effort 
and home effort intermingle. The church 
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efforts are concentrated in the Sunday- 
school. The home efforts are concentrated 
in the family. There is the bond of the 
connection. There isthe tie. They, there- 
fore, cannot be antagonistic. Oh, how 
much waste time there has been in speak- 
ing of the Sunday-school as being injurious 
to the religious training of the family! No, 
sir! Itis perfectly impossible. It may be, 
perhaps, injurious if one is simply formal, 
perfunctory. It may be injurious to those 
who speak against this relation, but never 
when the Spirit of Jesus Christ pervades 
both. They not only are not antagonistic. 
They are not even torun parallel. They 
are not two divine streams, running side 
by side: they are to interpenetrate one 
another, and you can hardly tell where the 
influence of the one begins, or where the 
influence of the other terminates—the 
family and the Sunday-school so completely 
blending in their natures that they present 
alike the child and Jesus Christ. And I 
therefore_believe not simply in the child’s 
early conversion. How I longed last night 
for my brother just to break away for a 
moment_or two, from the trammels of his 
subject, when he seemed to be quivering 
upon the point, and to impress, with all 
the power with which he established the 
right of early conversion, that of early 
church membership also! 

How ‘can the family help the Sunday- 
school? 

1. By feeling an interest which promotes 
personalattendapce—an interest which wili 
not allow the family to stay away—not per- 
functory, not commanding it asa duty, not 
going as an examining committee, but feel- 
ing a concentration of the power that is 
there "manifested—going to the school and 
attending fpersonally. Now, if it be possi- 
ble, attend the_Sunday-school as members. 
It is theSsweetest of all to go to the Sunday- 
school, and see the parents leading their 
children; thither, the older members of the 
family taking the young. Never allow the 
question {to be asked by the young, When 
shall I be, old enough, and be so much of a 
man, that I-am not in the Sunday-school? 
Let them ‘always feel that the older ones 
are in the’ Sunday-school still. 
possible, fill your Sunday-schools with your 
congregations and families. But if that be 
not possible, then, the next best thing, go 
there with the’heart full, so that you will 
feel an interest. Go not to take a back 
seat, not merely to step in perhaps for a 
minute or two before it closes, but go in at 
the very beginning... Sometimes go straight 
to the class where your little one is, and sit 
down in that*class with him. Show that 
you have the same interest in every scholar 
there that you,want him to have. Catch 
the word from the teacher’s mind, and help 
to answer it as promptly as your little one. 
If a simple question is asked, let him see 
that father and mother arejust as much en- 
gaged there as he is; make him realize that 
you are all the more a man or woman for 
being there; and“oh, how high will stand 
in his estimation the teacher before whom 
even the father, who is always reverent in 
the child’s estimation, or his mother, bows 


Hence, if 





sweetly to receive his instructions. Go 
with your smile to the school. Go 
with your cheerful encouragement to the 
teacher,and he will receive the electric thrill 
of your Christian sympathy, and pour into 
that child’s breast the power of the gospel 
sanctified by the prayers of pious parents. 

2. Model your home life around the Sun- 
day-school interests. Do not, because you 
have had very hard work to perform during 
the week, lie in bed on Sunday morning, 
thinking you can have breakfast at 9 
o’clock; but remember that your little 
ones must not be late at the Sunday-school. 
No matter how hard the toil may have 
been during the week, the Sunday-school 
interests are such that the family hours on 
that day are to be gathered around that 
interest. Hence, up, bright and cheery, so 
that they will be prepared for the school in 
time. Again, in reference to their lessons 
at home. And now I almost wish it was 
not lessons. I don’t want the home life to 
be gathered around the Sunday-school, as 
sometimes it is around the day-school, as 
though there was a drudgery of learning. 
So, bring your home instruction around 
you, at the pleasant hour of supper-time, 
perhaps, when your children are around 
your table, when the great day is over, and 
when there is a little bright spot of home 
rest. Then talk about the lessons of the 
next day—not in question-book style. It 
may be, there is a point in geography in it. 
Quicken the mind of the little one to know 
exactly where the place is. Where is this 
place where our Saviour was when he took 
little children in his arms? How did he 
go from there so as to strike Jericho? How 
from Jericho up to Jerusalem? Then have 
something, too, about the habits of the an- 
cient people. Keep these things bright in 
their minds, and their eyes will sparkle the 
next Sunday morning as they go with some 
questions which will almost surprise the 
teacher. Children love to do a little extra 
work. They love to do a little more than 
is expected of them. 

3. By home supervision of the school. 
The deepest and closest supervision is from 
the home. Know your teacher’s heart and 
head. If heis a cold formalist, take your 
child from his care, by all that is dear in 
that child’s salvation. I have gone to my 
superintendents again and again, and said 
to them, ‘‘I don’t ask you to place my 
child under very intellectual men.’’ The 
one who had the training, for the longest 
time, of one of my children was a man 
whose intellect was very slight. But that 
man was the most earnest and devout Sun- 
day-school teacher that I ever knew. I 
have never said, therefore, ‘‘ Place my sons 
under intellectual teachers, or my daughters 
under fashionable teachers;’’ but I have 
said, ‘‘ Place them, I care not how humble 
—how little knowledge of the world—place 
them under a teacher that will work for the 
salvation of their souls.’’ I say, therefore, 
have a supervision in reference to your 
teacher, even if you may have to take your 
child from the Sunday-school, leave it not 
where a teacher will stamp a cold formalism 
upon that young child’s heart. 





How shall the school help the family ? 

1. Become acquainted_with the family in 
all its interests.. Be ‘there as a representa- 
tive of your Sunday-school. Be with that 
family to know its joy and its sorrow. Let 
them feel that you have not drawn the boy 
away from the family, and put him into 
the school, but that you_have come with the 
boy into the heart of that family, and have 
an interest in it asgentirely your own. 

2. Become sympathetic in reference to 
all the interests of that family. You may 
also prepare little social entertainments in 
your school for the families as well as for 
the children. Don’t bring your children 
there and let the poor mothers come at half- 
past ten o’clock to take them home. Muke 
your entertainments so that the families 
can be there. and the fathers and mothers 
will bless their little ones as they meet and 
mingle together. Here let me say, see that 
you have a superintendent who is not a 
covetous man, not aman that is afraid to 
spend his money. 





—— 
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NOT MOTIVES---BUT. CHRIST. 


BY MARTHA FARQUHARSON. 


A CHRISTIAN lady, one who had been 

an active worker in the Master’s vine- 
yard, lay on her death-bed. Disease op- 
pressed her spirits, and doubts and fears 
assailed her, She ‘‘ walked in darkness, 
and saw no light.’’ To her pastor she said 
she thought that the cause was to be found 
in the impurity of the motives which had 
actuated her in the efforts she had put forth 
in behalf of the church and the ceuse of 
Christ. She had taught in the Sabbath- 
school, had been a regular attendant upon 
the services of the sanctuary, had given of 
her means for the support of the gospel, 
and had labored diligently for the temporal 
and spiritual prosperity of the church to 
which she belonged; but she feared that 
her motive in all this had not been simply 
love to Christ and his cause, as she now 
felt that it should have been; but rather a 
natural liking for active employment, and 
the pleasure of meeting with her friends 
and acquaintances. 

In preaching her funeral sermon the pas- 
tor spoke of this, exhorting his hearers to 
be warned by her experience, to be careful 
to act from pure motives, and thus escape 
such listress in looking back upon their 
past lives from a dying bed. 

But can we, with our evil natures, ever 
make our motives perfectly pure, so that 
seen in the light of eternity even our best 
and holiest services can give us the least 
satisfaction? I trow not. If we are truly 
the Lord’s, we assuredly must, and will, 
strive earnestly after perfection ; yet, at the 
last, we shall find peace and hope only in 
looking away from jourselves and our im- 
perfect services, to Christ and his perfect 


righteousness ‘‘ imputed to us and received 
by faith alone.’”’ For we are all as an un- 
clean thing, and all our righteousnesses are 
as filthy rags.’’ ‘‘But of him are ye in 
Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctifica- 
tion, nd redemption.”’ 
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Publishers’ Gotices. 


Please consult this column every week. 





OnTrial for 50 Cents.—We make a propo- 
sition to send copies of The Sunday-School 
Times four months (17 weeks), on trial, for 50 
cents, in order that those who are not at pres- 
ent receiving the paper, may have an opportu- 
nity ofgiving it a thorough examination before 
becoming permanent subscribers. By this 
means, pastors and superintendents who have 
long desired to get The Times into the hands of 
their teachers, are enabled to accomplish the 
result with much less effort than in securing 
annual subscriptions. 


Select Library Books.—The warm expres- 
sions of approval that reach us from Sabbath- 
schools which we have supplied with selec- 
tions for their libraries from our choice collec- 
tion of approved books, are very gratifying. 
Our Select Books are those that have passed 
approval after a thorough examination of the 
entire contents of each volume. They bear 
the imprints of thirty or more different houses, 
and have been gleaned from every available 
source. Each book stands on its own indi- 
vidual merit irrespective of who may have 
been its publisher. Orders for these books 
are respectfully solicited, and communica- 
tions in regard to the furnishing of libraries 
meet with prompt attention. 





SEQUEL 


FRIDAY LOWE: 


By Mrs. CAROLINE E. KELLY DAVIs, 
Author of ‘‘ Arthur Merton,” ‘John 
Brett’s Household,” &c., &e. 








CHAPTER V. 
HE possessor of whatappeared to her unac- 
customed eyes a mine of wealth, Elfrida 
ran into the kitchen as soon as her guardian 
was fairly out of the house, and with her old 
childish eagerness, cried to Mrs. Flood to come 
and behold her treasure. 

Thus summoned, the good dairy woman 
dropped the plate of butter which she had just 
brought, on the table, and ran to the window 
where Elfrida stood with flushed cheeks, and 
lips apart, tremblingly counting her bank 
notes. 

“The massy’s sake, child!’’ she ejaculated, 
raising her hands, and bringing them down 
upon Elfrida’s shoulders, ‘‘ you don’t mean 
he’s gi’n all them to you, outright? How 
much is they, Friday ?”’ 

“Ten, twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, sixty, se- 
venty, eighty, eighty-five, ninety, ninety-five, 
one hundred,’’ counted the girl, turning each 
bill so that Mrs. Flood might geta full, fair 
view ofit. ‘‘One hundred dollars, andall my 
own to use just as I please. O, I amso glad!’ 

“So ’m I, Friday, but now, don’t you go to 
bein’ extravagant, ’cause you’ll have plenty of 
uses for your money. I a’n’t sure but what it 
would bea good plan for you to invest it, dear.’’ 

“That is exactly what I intend to do,’’ said 





(*Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the 
year 1870, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s 
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Elfrida, with a gay laugh. ‘I mean to invest 
every dollar just assoon as possible.’’ 

‘* Well, I wouldn’t be too saving,’’ interrupt- 
ed Mrs. Flood, looking doubtfully into the 
bright young face, almost fearing lest some 
hereditary trace of miserliness might suddenly 
have appeared there. ‘‘ Money a’n’t good for 
nothing ’thout it’s used, Friday.” 


‘*T know that, Mrs. Flood, and Iam going 
to use mine. I wish it would do all that I 
would like to have it, and perhaps it will.” 
Here Elfrida hesitated, and with a glance at 
the dinner table, Mrs. Flood took the oppor- 
tunity to remark that the meat and potatoes 
were getting stone cold, and if Friday would 
only sit up and eat her dinner, she might do 
her planning at the same time. 

“Tf Hiram was only here, how pleased he 
would be,’’ she added, ‘‘ but then he’ll hear all 


-about it to-night. There won’t be anybody 


any gladder to have you prosper than he, Fri- 
day, you'd better believe.” 

‘“‘Hiram has always been a good friend to 
me,” said Elfrida, gratefully, ‘‘and so has 
Hiram’s wife. And now, in the first place,’’ 
she went on, as she took her seat at the table, 
“this is for you, and you are to buy the very 
warmest cloak you can find, for this winter.” 

“Twenty dollars! Why, child,I sha’n’t do 
no sich a thing,’’ and the dairy woman reso- 
lutely returned the bills totheirowner. ‘‘ You 
shan’t throw your money away to buy cloaks 
to kiver up my poor old bones—not with my 
consent. My shawl is plenty good enough, 
and better’n I deserve.” 

Elfrida listened and smiled, and quietly 
passed the money back to Mrs. Flood. The 
remainder she pushed into her little leather 
pocket-book, and then addressed herself to her 
dinner, with a fine appetite. 

“T tell you, Friday,’ Mrs. Flood again ex- 
postulated, ‘‘ there’s no reason under the sun 
why you should make me such a present. 
You've always paid your board as reg’lar as 
the day come ’round, besides helping me 
whenever you could get a chance, and bein’ 
such company forme. O, dear! I don’t know 
what I shall do when you come to go away.’’ 


‘*You have always been a good friend to 
me,” said Elfrida, affectionately. ‘‘When I 
sorely needed some one to speak a kind word 
to me, you spoke it, Mrs. Flood, andI want to 
prove my gratitude, now that I havetheability, 
by something more than words; so pray do 
not let us talk any more about it, only be sure 
you have the cloak so thick and warm that you 
won’t feel the cold even on the coldest winter 
days.’’ 

Mrs. Flood wiped her eyes on the corner of 
herapron. ‘Well, Friday,’ she said, ‘if you 
insist upon it, I’ll take it, and do just as you 
say; but I declare I don’t feel just right about 
it. I never done a thing for you in_my life 
with the ide’ of being paid for it—never, but 
only because I took to you when you’s a poor, 
forlorn little thing; and afterwards, when you 
come to grow up, I couldn’t help wantin’ to 
do for you.” 

With this confession, accompanied by a sniff 
and a sob, the dairy woman arose from the 
table, and going to the closet, took from an old 
broken-nosed tea-pot a blue stocking, in which 
she carefully deposited Elfrida’s gift. 

As soon as she had dined, Elfrida put on her 
hat and shawl. 

‘Goin’ away?” queried Mrs. Flood. 

“Yes; Iam going to walk to the Center,”’ 
replied Elfrida. 

‘*? IT was you, dear, I wouldn’t car’ all that 





money with me. It’s a kind of a lonesome 
road, and you might—well, something might 
happen to you.” . 

“‘I don’t think any one would be tempted to 
rob me,” said Elfrida, glancing down at her 
very plain dark calico dress. ‘I believe I will 
venture to take it, Mrs. Flood, though I will 
not promise to bring it all home.”’ 

“Well,” said Mrs. Flood, “it’s your own, 
and you can do as you’ve a mind to; but you’d 
ought to be careful, child; you’re apt to be too 
ventur’some; it’s one of the worst failin’s 
you’ve got, in my opinion.” 

Elfrida laughed, said good-bye, and ran 
down the steps with’a light heart. For the 
first time in all her life, the opportunity of 
assisting others with something more tangible 
than kind words, was hers, and she was eager 
to improve it. 

“‘ After all,” she said to herself, as she sped 
along the road, with feet that seemed almost 
winged, so eager was she to be about her er- 
rands of love, ‘‘after all, I believe Iam pleased 
with the prospect of going away from Clirton- 
ville for awhile. Of course, nothing would 
tempt me to goif I couldn’t come back when 
I chose, but as it is, I am glad that I am to 
visit new places, especially great cities like 
New York. I wonder how it will seem to be 
in a fine house where everything is done in 
fashionable style? I am sure I shall not know 
how to behave, but I will watch others and try 
to do as they do. Mr. Thornton thinks I am 
nothing but an awkward country girl, but I 
don’t care; it certainly is not of the first im- 
portance thatI should learn the manners of 
fashionable life, though he said as much as 
that. I wonder what Miss Semira would 
think of that remark? Miss Lena knew all 
about society, but she thought the most im- 
portant thing was to be aChristian. Anyway, 
Iam glad that I amrich! Now, the next thing 
to be attended to is Miss Semira’s house. Mr. 
Jones must do all that can be done to make it 
comfortable this winter, and perhaps, before 
long, I can put her and Nancy in a prettier 
place. They must have a barrel of flour, and 
some groceries, besides. O, how good it is to 
know thatI have the money to doall this, safe 
in my pocket!’ 

Elfrida’s heart was so overflowing with joy, 
that she burst forth into a little song, pausing 
as she drew near Miss Semira’s dwelling, lest 
Nancy should hear, and wonder why she did 
not call. Not a sound reached that worthy 
woman’s ear, but, as she came to the window 
to mend a stitch in her knitting work, she 
caught a glimpse of Elfrida’s shawl just van- 
ishing down the road. 

‘There goes Friday!’’ she cried, stretching 
her neck out at the window to assure herself 
that there was no mistake. ‘‘ There she goes 
straight by this house without so much as 
turning her head! I tell you what, Miss 
S’mira, I have my doubts about her, after all. 
Now, why do you s’pose she didn’t jest touch 
mt” 

‘* Perhaps she is on some errand, and will 
call on her return,’’ answered Miss Semira, 
gently, for Nancy’s voice was expressive of 
deep indignation. 

‘*P’raps she will,’’ rejoined Nancy, jerking 
her knitting needles, in a manner peculiar to 
herself, ‘‘and then ag’in, p’raps she won’t! I 
ha’n’t lived to be sixty year old ’thout know- 
ing what money does for folks, and what it 
don’t do, for that matter.”’ 

‘“‘Dear Nancy,’ said Miss Semira, mildly, 
“T am grieved that the experience of sixty 
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years has not taught you one lesson that is of 
great importancé.”’ 

“What's that?’ questioned Nancy, with 
another expressive snap of the knitting 
needles, “‘ what is it I ha’n’t learned ?” 

“The sweet lesson of charity,’’ replied Miss 
Semira, ‘‘charity that suffereth long, and is 
kind; charity that envieth not, that is not 
easily provoked, that thinketh no evil, that 
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth 
all things, endureth all things. Itis the grace 
that you sadly lack, Nancy, good and faithful 
as you are to me.”’ 

** Well, now, Miss S'mira,” rejoined Nancy, 
“IT won’t dispute what you say, ’cause it a’n’t 
fittin’, and besides, I know it’s true in one 
sense; if you mean that I a’n’t like you, I 
know that well enough. Nobody can tread on 
me, and I not turn, and as for bearing every- 
thing that folks has a mind to put on me—well, 
the long and the short on’t is—I won’t! The 
’postle Paul hisself wouldn’t have. But that’s 
what you’ve done, Miss S’mira; and you’ve 
seen’ folks that ought to be glad to let you 
walk over ’em, turn the cold shoulder on ye, 
when your money was gone, and never made 
a complaint. Well, there! it a’n’t no use for 
me to work myself all up over that, but I 
can’t help it, and besides, you ’most put the. 
words into my mouth. I did think better of 
Friday, though, I must say.” : 


‘You have had no reason to change your 
opinion, have you?’ Nancy deigned no re- 
ply. She kept on knitting, and sat without 
volunteering another remark a full half hour, 
when a rap at the outside door, brought her 
suddenly to her feet: 

“‘That can’t be Friday,’ she said. ‘ Friday 
wouldn’t stop to knock, and I don’t see who 
else has any business here.’’ It was not El- 
frida, but Mr. Jones, the carpenter, who stood 


with a good-natured smile on his face, and. 


bowed civilly as Nancy opened the door. ‘ 

“*T called to look at your house, ma’am,”’ he 
said, carefully wiping his boots on the grass 
that grew close to the threshold. 


“Tt a’n’t my house,” returned Nancy, un- 
graciously, ‘‘I should be ashamed to own such 
a tumble-down hut, and, beggin’ your pardon, 
mister, I don’t know what business it is of 
yourn, to be a lookin’ at it.’’ 

“T thought of tightening the roof, ma’am, 
and making it otherwise more comfortable,’’ 
said Mr. Jones, in no wise daunted by Nancy’s 
asperity. 

Nancy darted a suspicious look at him, but 
nothing was concealed behind that broad, 
smiling face. 

‘* Well, who sent you here?’ she queried, 
still guarding the door with arms akimbo. 
“TI know you never come of your own ac- 
cord.”’ 

Mr. Jones laughed and replied, 


‘Friday Lowe sent me, if you must know 
all the particulars. She called at my place 
just as I was going to drive over to D—~ on 
business, and as that brought me past the 
house, I thought I’d take the opportunity to 
call and see what needed to be done. Now 
will you let me in?” 

** Well, yes,’’ said Nancy dropping her arms, 
and standing aside with a grim smile, ‘‘ I don’t 
see but what you’ve got a right to, and you 
might ’a’come in in the first place, if you’d 
jest said she sent you. This is Miss S’mira,”’ 

Mr. Jones bowed and said good afternoon to 
the pale, quiet lady who sat near the window 
in her reclining chair, and then proceeded to 
examine the little cottage, with the air of a 





man who understood his business. Nancy 
kept a sharp lookout, and followed him where- 
ever he went, suggesting such improvements 
as she thought should be made in windows, 
doors, floors and roof, until the worthy car- 
penter, with a smile, concluded his examina- 
tion, and remarked that it was a great pity she 
had not learned his trade. 

‘*T’d ha’ been the master of it if I had,’’ re- 
torted Nancy, scarcely knowing whether to 
take offence or not, ‘‘and that’s more’n 
most of you are! I should be mortally 
ashamed to make such a botching piece of 
work as the man did that built this old shed. 
Many’s the time I’ve wished I could get hold 
of him! I’d jest like to see him obleeged to 
stand -right under the biggest leak there is in 
the ruff, till he’s all soaked through.”’ 

“Shingles are like folks,’ said Mr. Jones, 
“they will wear out after awhile. It isn’t the 
fault of the carpenter, ma’am, and so, I’ll.bid 
you good day.”’ 

“Good day,’’ said Nancy, ungraciously, open- 
ing the door, ‘‘Is’pose you’ll be along to fix 
things up, about Christmas ?”’ 

“You may expect me early next Monday 
morning,” said Mr. Jones, and Nancy re- 
turned to the kitchen in somewhat better tem- 


per. 
—_—_—_— DO 


TEACHING CHILDREN ERROR. 


ERHAPS every Christian pastor has 
been surprised and pained to find that, 
notwithstanding his earnest efforts to make 
plain the way of salvation, nearly all who 
desire to enter that way have need that one 
teach them again ‘‘ which be the first prin- 
ciples of the oracles of God.” Instead of a 
prompt and joyful acceptance of the gospel, 
inquirers, as a rule, pass through a season 
of anxiety and gloom before they obtain 
peace in believing. If asked why they do 
not at once receive the good news, as did the 
man of Ethiopia and the Philippian jailer, 
they reply that they are not good enough, 
or they do not feel enough, or they do not 
repent enough, or they have not faith 
enough, or they are afraid they will not be 
able to hold out in the divine life, thus 
showing that their thoughts are occupied 
with themselves in place of being wholly 
occupied with Christ. 


The cause of this lamentable failure to 
lay hold immediately of the truth as it is 
in Jesus can nearly always be traced to the 
erroneous instructions which these inqui- 
rers have received in their childhood. Our 
readers would be astonished to learn how 
many parents, and even Sunday-school 
teachers, are in the habit of saying to the 
liitle ones committed to their care, ‘‘ God 
does not love naughty children,’’ or, “if 
you are not good you can not goto heaven 
when you die.’’ Now, these little ones 
know that they are often naughty, as are 
grown people, and conscience tells them, at 
a much earlier age probably than we think, 
that they are not good ; and hence such in- 
structions are calculated to make of the glo- 
rious God a dreadful hobgoblin to frighten 
them into a reluctant obedience and plant 
in their minds false views of his character 
that are apt to last through life. 

Having thus been taught that God will 
not love them if they are naughty and that 





he will be sure to punish them unless they 
are good, we discover, as a natural and una- 
voidable result, that when they come to 
maturer years and begin to feel concern 
about the salvation of their souls, they go 
to work trying to make themselves good 
instead of believing that their sins have 
been put away by the sacrifice of Christ on 
the cross. They have been deceived by the 
trick which the devil played so successfully 
upon our first parents in Eden, when he 
led them to entertain erroneous concep- 
tions of the Divine Being, and which above 
all else calls for repentance, that is, a 
change of mind about God and his feelings 
toward us. 

Who has authorized a parent, or preacher, 
or teacher, to say that God does not love 
naughty children? Surely not that blessed 
Word which contains the glad tidings that 
he loved sinners, yea, the chief of them, 
and sent his Son to redeem them from the 
curse of his broken law. It is true that 
God does not love the naughtiness of chil- 
dren, but it is not true that he does not love 
naughty children, ‘‘for God so loved the 
world—a lost and ruined world, including 
naughty children—that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life.’’ ‘‘ For when we were yet with- 
out strength, in due time Christ died for 
the ungodly,’’ and ‘‘God commendeth his 
love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners Christ died for us.’’ Such are the 
people whom God lovesand for whom Christ 
died, even those without strength, the un- 
godly and sinners; and without doubt, 
children, although naughty and not good, 
are included in the gracious purpose of his 


love. 
Let parents and teachers, therefore, take 


heed how they preach to children another 
gospel than that contained in the Word of 
God that liveth and abideth forever. Let 
them not say, as they value the souls of the 
little ones, that God does not love naughty 
children, but let them say that God does 
love and has sent his Son to die for them. 
Let them not say that they must be good 
before God will save them; but let them 
say that, although they are not good, the 
moment they believe in Jesus they are 
freely and fully and forever saved. The 
writer asked a little girl, not long ago, what 
she must do to be saved. She replied, ‘‘I 
must be dood (good) and trust in Jesus,’’ 
thus proving how deeply implanted in the 
soul is this mischievous self-righteousness 
or legality which parents and teachers are 
unconsciously fostering by the use of such 
expressions as I have quoted, instead of ex- 
plaining from the very beginning the way 
of salvation by the blood of Jesus, and by 
that alone.—Rev. J. H. Brookes, D. D., in 
‘““ The American Sunday-School Worker.” 


THE first sound in the song of love 
Scarce more than silence is, and yet a sound; 
Hands of invisible spirits touch the strings 
Of that mysterious instrument, the soul, 
And play the prelude of our fate. 
ar eo 
Tora abstinence is virtue’s safeguard. 
There is a reality in the gospel of self-con- 
trol and self-denial. 
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Weekly Lesson. 


LESSON No. 6. 
(For Sunday, February 6, 1870.) 








TEXT.—MATTHEW 2: 1-12. 
SUBJECT: The Magi. 


MOTTO: Where is He that is born King of the 
Jews? for we have seen His star in the East, 
and are come to worship Him. 


PRAYER: 0 GOD, who by the leading of a Star 
didst manifest Thy only-begotten Son to the Gen- 
tiles; mercifully grant that we, who know Thee 
now by faith, may after this life have the fruition 
of Thy glorious GopDHEAD, through JEsus CHRIST 
our Lord! Amen, 


: ye manifestation of the Holy Child to the pious 
Gentiles follows quickly after His recognition 
by the pious Israelites, who had so long waited for 
Him. (Luke 2: 8, 25, 36.) 

The points of this Lesson may be fitly gathered 
up by means of the favorite topical arrangement: 


| tag -ates. -octrines. 
-laces. -oings. -uties. 
I. PERSONS. 


1, Jesus.—A common name among Hebrew 
children. There was nothing in His appearance to 
distinguish Him from other children. He is spo- 
ken of just as He was conceived of by those about 
Him; simply as the child Jesus. His birth attracted 
not the attention of the great in Israel. 

2, Hlerod.—(See Lesson 1.) “History portrays 
him as generous and affectionate, yet suspicious 
and cruel; as passionately attached to his friends, 
yet capricious and faithless; as impetuous and 
headlong, yet hypocritical and crafty.”—Eddy. 

8. Wise men.—Sages, Magi. From what eastern 
country they came is not stated. The order flou- 
rished chiefly in Persia, but it existed in adjacent 
countries also. 

“ According to Rawlinson, Magism was not the 
primitive religion of the Persians, but was received 
among them from the Scyths. Its chief feature 
was worship of the elements. The Magi, distinc- 
tively so-called, were atribe of the Medes, to whom 
were intrusted all the priestly functions connected 
with the practice of that religion, holding a rela- 
tion to the other tribes similar to that of the tribe 
of Levi to the Jews.” There was an order of Magi 
at the Court of Babylon, during the Chaldean dy- 
nasty, as we learn from Jer. 39: 8, where Rab-Mag 
is the chief of the Magi. How the order was recruit- 
ed by training young men of brightest promise, as 
well as other interesting facts respecting it, we 
learn from the book of Daniel, passim. Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-nego were members of the or- 
der, and Daniel became its President. It is obvious, 
then, that idolatry was not an essential part of the 
business of the order. It was a scientific order, 
though the modern atheistical idea of science di- 

vorced from religion had not yet been promulgated. 
The wise men of the East never learned to think 
of nature apart from nature’s God. Hence they 
were religionists, as well as scientists. With their 
real knowledge was mixed much of what we now 
know to beerror. They not only understood astro- 
nomy (the movements of the heavenly bodies), but 
thought they understood astrology also—(the influ- 
ences of the movements of these bodies upon the 
destinies of men and states). They were privy 
counsellors in affairs of state, and advisers in the 
signification of dreams and portents. Men had not 
yet learned to distinguish between real and ima- 
ginary science. In later ages, when the progress 
of knowledge enabled men to make this distinc- 
tion, the followers of that which was good among 
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the Magi became what we call Naturalists and 
Philosophers, while the evil-minded among them 
become Magicians, in the modern, bad, sense of the 
word. Such were Simon (Acts 8:9), and Elymas 
(Acts 13: 8), who withstood St. Paul, 

These Magi were, of course, sincere and honest 
truth-seekers. That they were Gentiles is obvious, 
from the manner in which they inquire, ‘‘ Where 
is He that is born King of the Jews?” They are 
one among the many instances (too commonly 
overlooked), which show that the religion of the 
Old Testament was not exclusively national, that it 
has always been true that ‘in every nation he that 
fvareth God and worketh righteousness is accepted 
with Him.” Witness the cases of Melchizedek, 
Jethro, Job and his friends, Nebuchadnezzar, The 
Centurion, in Luke.7: 1-10; The Greeks, in John 
12: 20; Cornelius, in Acts 10: 1, &c., &c. 

These eastern sages had heard of the coming 
King, perhaps, from copies of the Greek Bible, 
which had been in existence for hundreds of years. 
Virgil, who lived at Rome just before the birth of 
Christ, was familiar with the writings of Isaiah. 
Besides, the prophecies of Balaam (Num. 24: 17), and 
of Daniel (Dan. 9: 24), would likely be familiar to 
them from the records of their own order. More- 
over, Tacitus and Suetonius assert that there was a 
rumor current throughout all the Hast, that about 
this time should be born in Judea one who should be- 
come possessed of universal dominion. 

4. Chief Priests.—These were probably not only 
those who had been deposed from the office of High 
Priest by the Romans, butalso the Presidents of the 
twenty-four courses, which had been made out of 
the three that returned from Babylon. (See in Les- 
son 1.) 

5. Seribes.—These were not only copyists, but 
also readers and interpreters of the law, officially 
recognized as such, 

We have no means of knowing whether this con- 
vocation of theological doctors was an official one 
(the Sanhedrim), or not. 

6. Christ.—Properly, The Christ, or, The Messiah. 
Herod at once understood by the expression of the 
wise men, that they were looking for the Messiah, 
though they did not know Him by that title. 

7. The prophet.—(Micah, v. 2.) 

8. Prinees.—(See under “ Places.’’) 

9. Israel.—The word signifies Hero of God. It 
was the name given to Jacob, after his wrestling 
with the angel, to symbolize his power with God 
and men, and is applied also to his descendants, as 
partakers, not only of his nature, but also of his 
privileges. 

10. Mary.—(See in Lesson 4.) 


ll. Ged.—The Sovereign Disposer of all things, 
whom they served as such. The fact that He com- 
municated with them in dreams, may suggest that 
in those days the interpretation of dreams was not 
always either ignorance or deception, 


II. PLACEs. 


1. Bethlehem. (See in Lesson 4.) Bethlehem 
Juda, signifies ‘‘Bethlehem in Judah,” just as we 
say, Brooklyn, New York. It was also called Beth- 
lehem Ephrata;—Ephrata being a district of Judah, 
just as we say, also, Brooklyn, L. I. The quotation 
is for substance only. 

2. Princes.—In Micah, thousands, The central 
towns are meant, where resided the princes of the 
thousands into which the tribes were subdivided. 

3. Their own country.—What eastern country 
it was we have no means of knowing. 


IIT. DaTEs. 


In the days of Herod.—Herod died between 
March 13th and April 4, in the year of Rom *, 750, as 
we learn from Josephus, The events recorded in 
this chapter evidently cover a few months of time. 
The strong probability is, then, that Jesus was 
born in the latter part of the year of Rome, 749,— 
four years earlier than our era, designated by Anno 
Domini. The time of these events, then, is B. OC. 4, 
or thereabouts. 


IV. Dornas. | 


1, Wise men came.—They were evidently men 
of wealth as well as culture,and must have tra- 
velled. with some retinue. 





2. Have seen His star in the East.—The ex- 
pression is as ambiguous in the original as in our 


== 


version. Tue probable sense, however, is, when we 
were in the East. Whether the star was in the east- 
ern part or the western part of the heavens is not 
said. Respecting this star are divers opinions, 
The principal are these: 

i. Aremarkable star or heavenly body, which, 
either by natural or supernatural learning, was 
understood to signify the birth of the expected 
King of the race. 

ii, Aremarkable conjunction of planets which 
took place in the eastern heavens, and again, five 
months after, in the southern heavens. 

iii. A supernatural appearance in the heavens, 
created by God solely for this purpose, which ap- 
peared and disappeared, and re-appeared, accord- 
ing to His will. : 

The first opinion is not definite enough to satisfy 
the narrative. Which of the other two men adopt, 
will depend very much upon their theories of Na- 
ture and the Supernatural, (Mr. Beecher adopts 
the last, the always orthodox, opinion, in his forth- 
coming Life of Jesus the Christ.) 

3. Are come to -worship Him.—The word 
worship, like the Greek, which it represents, means 
to pay homage to a superior, without indicating 
whether he be human or divine. It is not proba- 
ble that the Magi had, on the one hand, any such 
ideas as we have of the divinity of the Saviour; 
or, on the other, that they would come this long 
distance merely to pay their respects toa Jewish 
king. To do this, moreover, would have been trea- 
son, and exposed to civil penalty at the hands of a 
jealous ruler.—They must therefore have reve- 
renced the new-born King of the race, as destined 
to be the moral Regenerator of the world, in which 
capacity, also, Herod professed a desire to worship 
Him. 

4, Was troubled, and all Jerusalem.—Herod, 
with fear and suspicion ofa rival; the people, with 
fear of the sanguinary troubles which, under such 
emotions, he was likely to inflict upon them. 

5. Demanded of them where Christ 
should be born.—He sought valuable informa- 
tion, from the right source, but from a wrong mo- 
tive. 

6. V. 6. “To foretell that a thing shall be, hun- 
dreds of years beforehand, and then to bring about 
the accomplishment of that very thing as it was 
foretold,—this, or nothing, is the work of God.”— 
Justin Martyr. : 

7; Inquired diligently.— Accurately, is a better 
translation. Whether he was right in supposing 
that the star appeared exactly at the time of birth 
or not, wedo not know. The narrative seems to 
imply that he was, however. 

8. V. 8. He helped them, but assigned a false rea- 
son for his interest. 

9. The star went.—This statement can hardly 
be satisfied by any conceivable conjunction of pla- 
nets, even if due allowance be made for the use of 
popular language. 

10. Were come unto the house.—Joseph and 
Mary had then secured rooms. 

ll. They saw the young Child with Mary.— 
Not “the Madonna and child:” the Child is chief. 

12. They presented gold, and frankincense, 
and myrrh—As an evidence of fealty. 

It is a pretty but fanciful saying— 


The gold to the King; 
The incense to the God; 
The myrrh to the Sufferer, 


A still more unwarranted supposition is that 
there were just three of the Magi, each offering one 
of these presents. To this also was added, as an in- 
ference from Ps. 72:10 and Is. 60: 6, that they were 
kings.. Popular tradition has even given their 
names, and asserted their burial at Cologne, in 
France!—‘*The Three Kings of Cologne,” grace 
sign-boards of inns in various parts of Europe. 

13. They departed another way.—Perhaps to 
the south of the Dead Sea, 


V. DoctTRINES. 


1. Even men outside of the Church have some- 
times a divinely implanted longing after Christ, 
and are thus led to seek Him. 

2. The seeking of sinners after Christ troubles 
dead orthodoxy. 

8. Hypocrisy seeks to destroy the Saviour under 
pretence of worship. 





4. Herod, the descendant of Esau, seeks to slay 


vi 
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the Seed of Jacob. (Comp. Gen. 27: 41.) I will slay 
my brother Jacob. 

§. Christ is to be found by means of. the Scrip- 
tures, 

6. They who follow Divine guidance always find 
it when needed. 

7. True adoration bestows gold and substance, as 
well as spices and perfumes. 

8. “The sleep of the pious is more profitable than 
the vigils of godless craftiness.” 


VI. DUTIES. 


1, Think of men of another creed as possibly 
quite true seekers after Christ, 

2. Honestly help all Christ-seekers. 

8. Be sure of your motives in religion. 

4. Search the Scriptures to find Christ. 

5. Always follow the way God marks out, and He 
will make your every path plain before you. 

6. Worship Christ, not only with words, but also 
with money, and with taste. 

7. “Then shall ye know, if ye follow on to know 
the Lord.” : 

8 Are you come thus to worship Jesus? 





THE INFANT-CLASS. | 


“We three kings of Orient are.” 
—Hymn 161, Happy Voices. 
Repeat Matthew 2:1, 2. Where was Jesus born? 
Who was king? Who came from the East? Why 
were they called “‘wise men?” Was it because 
they were learned; because they had studied a 
great deal, and knew more that the people in gene- 
ral did? They had no printed books in those days, 
as we have now, so that it cost a great deal of mo- 
ney to become learned. Were the wise men, then, 
rich men also? They were called magi, or magi- 
cians, because they tried to find out deep and 
mysterious things. And this was called magic, or 
enchantment, because the common people did not 
understand it. We call it science now, and the 
men who study it, scientific men. Magicians are 
mentioned in the Bib'e in a number of places. Can 
any of you tell ofa place? (Instances—Gen 41: 8; 
Ex. 7: 11, 22; Ex. 8:18; Dan. 2: 2; Acts 19: 13.) Some 
of the magi were good men as well as wise men; 
and some were very bad, and cared for nothing but 
getting money, and to deceive the people, so that 
they might get it. Which do you think these 
were, good menor bad men? How do you know 


Binging: 


” that they were good? (The teacher will refer to 


her Bible, verse 12, last clause.) They came seek- 
ing Jesus, 


Sing: ‘Seeking Jesus.”—Page 68, Golden Censer. 


Why did they come to J erusalem; was it there 
that Christ was born? Jerusalem was the place 
where the temple was; also the king’s palace; and 
they thought to find their King there. Bethlehem 
was the city of David, so Jesus was born there as 
He was of the family of David. (Refer to verse 2, 
first clause.) How did they know He was a King? 
“They had seen His star in the East.” Although 
they were not Jews, yet they had heard of the 
Messiah that was expected tocome; and as they 
were magicians, they were also astronomers, there- 
fore, knew this was no common star. 
Repeat, and get the scholars to repeat: 


‘‘When marshalled on the nightly plain, 
A glittering host bestud the sky, 

One star alone of all the train, 
Can fix the sinner’s wandering eye.” 


Were they not wise in coming to seek the Saviour? 
They felt that they were sinners, and knew that 
all their wisdom and all their riches could not save 
them, And Jesus Christ, you know, came to seek 
and tosave “that which was lost.” ‘He came to 
His own,”’—which were the Jews—‘‘but His own 
received Him not;” but these wise men received 
Him as their King. (Matt.2: 11.) Ah! yes, that 
showed they were wise, for they brought unto Him 
gifts. If we truly love the Saviour, we cannot do 
enough for Him. What can youdo? You can give 
Him your heart, can you not? 

Gold for the King,—Frankincense for the Lord 
and Priest,—Myrrh for Him who was to taste death 
for us, that we might have everlasting life. 

Sing: “Christ was born in Bethlehem.”’ 

—Page 85, Songs of @ladness. 





True wisdom is the fear of God. Little children 
can be wise. Timothy was wise. (ist Tim. 3: 3-15.) 
True wisdom is found in loving and learning God’s 
Holy Word. Solomon's prayer for wisdom. (ist 
Kings 8: 7-15.) Text for the children, “They that 
be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firma- 
ment” (stars).—Dan. 12: 3. 








Sing: ** Jesus bids us shine.”’ 
—Page 85, Songs of Gladness. 
THE BLACKBOARD. 
JESUS. 
Magi. Herod. 
Rejoiced. Troubled, 
Went. 500. Sent. 6. 
Worship. Destroy. 
Gave gifts. Took life. 
How do I treat Jesus? 











At the commencement of the lesson only. the 
star with the name Jesus over it appears on the 
board. The other words are written down as drawn 
from the scholars in answer to the following ques- 
tions. 

Sing Kirke White’s beautifal hymn, ‘‘The Star 
of Bethlehem.” Who issocalled? What passages 
of Scripture speak of Him asa Star? Num. 24:17; 
24 Peter 1:19; Rev. 22:16. Jesus, the Star of Beth- 
lehem, the King of mankind. Who else are men- 
tioned in this lesson? The wise men, or Magi and 
Herod; also supposed to have been kings. Now 
let us compare the conduct of Herod and the Magi 
when informed of Christ’s birth—How did they 
feel? What did theydo? The Magi travelled a 
long distance, perhaps 500 miles, to seek Jesus. 
Herod, though but six miles from His birth-place, 
would not go himself, but sent the wise men to 
find Him forhim. What was their object in seeck- 
ing Jesus? The one to worship, the other to de- 
stroy. How did they accomplish their objects? 
The wise men worshipped and presented costly 
gifts, while Herod, enraged, sought to destroy Him 
by taking the life of many children, which was the 
gift of God to them. 

Let us, then, ask ourselves, How do I treat Him? 
Do I rejoice, or am I troubled when I hear of Him? 
Am Iseeking Him earnestly, or am I content to 
receive reports of Him from others? DoI present 
Him with the only gift He asks for—my heart—or 
am I seeking to destroy the life of my soul, which 
He came te save? &c., &c. 


TREASURY OF ILLUSTRATIONS. 


43. Matt. 2:1. Whether these were Chaldeans or 
Arabians, or who they were, we do not know, nor 
how they learned to expect Christ. But this we 
may learn, that God has many hidden ones in 
places where we should not expect to find them. 
But He knows them all, and will gather them all 
home at last. 

Rev. E. Kincaid was once making a journey 
down the Irawaddy, when he stopped at a city on 
its banks and began to read to the people on shore 
from his tracts. The crowd increased, and he read 
tillsun-down. At length atall young man came 
wading to the boat, and asked, ‘Teacher, have you 
the Acts of the Apostles?’ Greatly surprised at 
such a question, in such a place, he replied, “‘ Yes.” 
“Have you the gospel of John ?” he further asked. 
The man was wellinformed, and the missionary 
asked how he came to know about these books? 
He replied that long ago his grandfather had ob- 
tained them from Mr, Judson, but had lost them in 
a fire. Hearing now of the foreign teacher, he had 
sent to him in the hope of getting them again. The 
books were given him, and he hasted away. The 
next day he was invited to the old man’s house, 
who put out his hands to feel for him, as his eyes 
were darkened. But the precious words his family 
had read to him, were a source of the deepest joy 








to him, and he gave good evidence that the eyes of 
his soul had been opened, that he might see Jesus 
as his Saviour. 


44, Often have our missionaries been surprised 
by finding in some dark corners such a hidden one, 
whose soul had been illumined by the Spirit. 
Some religious book or portion of the New Testa- 
ment was always the means God had made use of. 
Let us learn to sow this good seed broad-cast into 
all the way-side furrows, trusting that God will 


‘Keep the precious germ alive, 
When and wherever sown.”’ 
45. 
“‘O worship the Lorp in the beauty of holiness! 
Bow down before Him, His glory proclaim, 


With gold of obedience and incense of lowliness, 
Kneel and adore Him, the LorpD is His Name! 


*“ Low at His feet lay thy burden of carefulness, 
High on His Heart He will bear it for thee, 

Comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
Guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 


‘Fear not to ente: His courts in the slenderness 
Of the poor wealth thou wouldest reckon as thine; 

Truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
These are the offerings to lay on His shrine. 


“These, though we bring them in trembling and 
fearfulness, 
He will accept for the Name that is dear; 
Mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
Trust for our trembling and hope for our fear, 


“‘O worship the Lorp in the beauty of holiness! 
Bow down before Him, His glory proclaim, 

With gold of obedience and incense of lowliness! 
Kneel and adore Him, the Lorp is His Name! 


46. He was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 
Him.—v. 3. Dr. Bonar, in his “‘ Bible Thoughts and 
Themes,” inquiring into the causes of Jerusalem’s 
trouble, says: It was strange, for the statement of 
the wise men contained nothing alarming ; it was 
good news, it was just what the Jews were expect- 
ing—but it came from the consciousness of their 
not being prepared. Yes, they are troubled because 
they are not ready. They knew that the Messiah 
was to be great, glorious, just; could they, then, 
mect Him face to face! He was coming to do holy 
things, to speak holy words. The news of His com- 
ing searched them. It disturbed their conscience, 
A man’s conscience is sometimes more enlighten- 
ed and better instructed than his mind; and when 
an appeal is made to it by some solemnizing piece 
of news it immediately responds. Some sudden 
stroke of God’s hand upon aman, or his family, or 
his nation, hits his conscience with special force, 
and conscience asserts her supremacy As when 
the Sareptan widow’s son was taken from her, im- 
mediately her conscience responded with, “ O man 
of God, art Thou eome to call my sin to remem- 
brance, and to slay my son?” A holy man of God 
enters a worldly man’s house, or the house of an 
inconsistent Christian, and immediately the man 
is uneasy. Yes; there is something in Christ’s com- 
ing that troubles, alarms. He came not tosend 
peace, but a sword, and it was the flash of this 
sword, that troubled Jerusalem ! . 


= -_-€ 
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FREDERICK the Great once wrote home 
to his Senate: ‘‘I have just lost a great 
battle, and it was all my own fault.’’ That 
confession showed more greatness than all 
his victories. It is very hard to own our- 
selves at fault. I know one who can 
make a dozen excuses to one such con- 
fession. But real amendment begins with 
two steps: first, feeling ourselves in the 
wrong; and, second, confessing it. 

Let the teacher take hold of a textasa 
boy does of a bough of an apple-tree—grasp 
it firmly, and shake, and shake, until the 
golden pippins of truth fall about him.— 
Rev. S. J. Knapp. 
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THE LESSON to be taught February 13th, 
may be found in Matthew 2: 13-23. Sub- 
ject: The Infant Martyrs. 
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WE have received $1 for Chloe Lankton, 
from 8. M., Titusville, N. J.; $2 from K. 
O., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


i oe 
The Early Regeneration of Sabbath- 
School Children. 
1 i the Princeton Review for January is 
an article, which bears internal evidence 
of being from the pen of Dr. McCosh, on 
The Early Regeneration of Sabbath-school 
Children. We wish every reader of our 
paper and every teacher, whether of Sab- 
bath-schools or other schools, might have a 
copy of the article, and we earnestly exhort 
all who have access to it, not to fail to read 
it. As comparatively few of our readers, 
however, will see the article itself, we will 
lay before them an outline of its leading 
argument. Its whole scope will be seen to 
be in accord with our own article of last 
week, and the presentation of it now may 
be considered as only a continuation of the 
subject there discussed. 

An important distinction is made be- 
tween regeneration and conversion. Rege- 
neration is the sovereign work of the Holy 
Spirit, creating anew in Christ Jesus those 
who are its subjects. It is the planting of 
‘the seed of God’’ in the soul; the im- 
parting of a divine, spiritual life to one 
who “is dead in trespasses and sins.” It is 
the resurrection of such a one, “‘ by the ex- 
ceeding greatness of God’s power,’’ from 
the grave of the apostasy. It is the 
formation of that vital union between 
the sinner and the Lord Jesus Christ, in 
which, as the branch and the vine are one, 
as the body and the head are one, as the 
husband and the wife are one, so, by the 
operation of the Holy Spirit, the renewed 
sinner and Christ become one. It isa trans- 
cendent work of Divine power, which any 
and all human analogies fail fully to set 
forth in its supernatural reality. ; 

Conversion is the result and the evidence 
of regeneration. It is the action of the 
person’s own mind and will, in consequence 
of this prior and fundamental work of the 
Spirit. It is the sinner himself turning 
from sin and the world to holiness and God, 
which turning is manifested by a variety 
of acts and exercises. There is all the dif- 





ference between this and regeneration, that 
there is between’ the work of the infinite 
God and the resulting work of a finite 
man. A man may, in a certain sense of 
the word, be ‘converted’? many times. 
Whenever sin has been committed by a 
Christian, he may be converted from it. So 
it was with Peter; ‘‘when thou art con- 
verted, strengthen thy brethren.’’ But the 
Scriptures do not speak in this way of rege- 
neration, or the second birth. Thereisa 
manifest distinction between the two 
things and the two terms. There is a divi- 
nity, a glory, about the one that we do not 
associate with the other. A man may be 
deceived as to the character of his own acts 
and feelings in conversion; ‘‘ for the heart 
is deceitful above all things.’”’ But God 
knows his own work; and when he has 
regenerated the sinner, the gracious result 
is certainly there, no matter what the sin- 
ner’s thoughts and feelings may be in re- 
gard to it. 

This, then, is the first and the chief thing 
that those engaged in the Sabbath-school 
work should aim at, pray, and labor for, 
namely, the actual regeneration, by the 
third Person of the Godhead, of the chil- 
dren brought under their care. It is not so 
much to secure the right action of the child, 
inexpressibly important as this is, as to se- 
cure the almighty, efficacious action of the 
blessed Spirit, by which the right action 
of the child will be infallibly assured. 

The practical aspect of the distinction 
here made is unspeakably momentous. 
This is, on the very face of it, a most so- 
lemn business. It brings the teacher into 
nearer, closer contact with the Holy Spirit 
than with the child. In dealing with the 
child, the teacher simply presents truths, 
motives, and appeals; but we know that 
this is to no sufficient purpose, unless the 
Holy Spirit is present, and by the secret in- 
sinuations of his grace makes them vital in 
the soul of the child. Truth and motive 
are powerless for salvation, apart from the 
Divine co-operation. Paul may plant and 
Apollos may water, but God alone gives the 
increase. : 

The sentiment is more or less prevalent, 
that there is a difference between the spiri- 
tual condition of unrenewed little children 
and that of unrenewed adults. The former 
doubtless are more accessible, and more 
easilyjmoved by Bible truths than the lat- 
ter are. Their constitutional susceptibili- 
ties are more keen; their intellectual ac- 
quaintance with error and evil compara- 
tivelyslight; their habits of sin less fixed 
and persistent. But these things do not 
touch the undeniable and awful fact of their 





native hereditary depravity ; which, while 
it may not be as active, is none the less ex- 
istent and total than in the most hardened 
sinner. Little children have the same in- 
dispensable need of the ‘‘ exceeding great- 
ness of God’s power,’’ for renewal and sal- 
vation, as adults have. A new creation in 
Christ Jesus is the essential pre-requisite 
in all instances whatever of human salva- 
tion. The Sabbath-school teacher should 
understand and profoundly feelthis. With- 
out a profound conviction of this truth, he 
is likely not to direct his efforts to the right 
object, and so to fail of the result which 
he seeks. 

The idea of ‘‘conversion,’? when most 
prominent in the mind of the teacher, takes 
him to the child—to his intellect, his heart, 
his will. The idea of ‘‘regeneration,’’ when 
most prominent, takes the teacher to the 
Holy Spirit,—to his sovereign agency, to 
his almighty power, to his infinite love. 
The first makes the teacher a worker toge- 
ther with the child; the second makes him 
a ‘‘ worker together with God.” 

With such a view of the work of saving 
souls, how fearfully responsible is the office 
of ateacher in the Sunday-school! What 
a friendship, what a sacred familiarity 
with the Holy Spirit is requisite! What an 
acquaintance with the methods, conditions 
and circumstances of his gracious opera- 
tions is needed! What a profound sense of 
dependence on his august presence! His 
holy will must be felt; for he dispenses his 
gifts and graces according to his own sove- 
reign pleasure. ‘‘ The wind bloweth where 
it listeth, and thou hearest the sound there- 
of, but canst not tell whence it cometh or 
whither it goeth; so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit.” How carefully should 
the teacher order his steps before him! 
What a place of high communion and ear- 
nest wrestling should his closet be! 

The foregoing paragraphs contain, almost 
in the very words of the original, a faithful 
outline of the important doctrine set forth 
in the article of the Review to which we 
have referred. We are sure our readers 
will thank us for this synopsis. The sub- 
ject will be resumed next week. 


eo 

A TRAINING CuAss.—In the city of Day- 
ton, Ohio, a genuine training class is now 
in successful operation, under the direction 
of the Methodist Episcopal Sunday-School 
Institute. Mr. J. E. Gilbert, the Superin- 
tendent of Instruction, sends us a manual 
and some information. In this class there 
are now about thirty young people who are 
members of Methodist churches, and are 
anxious to become teachers. They were 
taken out of the Bible classes of different 
schools, being recommended by their super- 
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intendents. The course to be pursued, is 
as follows: one session on Biblical phil- 
ology, two sessions on Biblical ethnogra- 
phy, one session on Biblical criticism, one 
session on Biblical analysis, three sessions 
on Biblical exegesis, three sessions on 
Biblical archeology, twenty sessions on 
Biblical history, four sessions on Biblical 
doctrine, foursessions on theory and practice 
of teaching. At the end of the course, the 
pupils will be admitted to an Introductory 
Class for the purpose of acquiring practical 
knowledge of the teacher’s duties. They 
will visit different schools and take notes 
in the classes of experienced teachers; they 
will sometimes be employed as assistant 
teachers and substitutes, as visitors and 
tract distributors; at their meetings they 
will carefully review the various methods 
which they have employed or witnessed. 
Ultimately they will be introduced to per- 
manent positions in the schools. 

Mr. Gilbert will be glad to furnish infor- 
mation to any parties concerning the plan 
and operation of this class, and the plan 
and working of their Institute. 


OO ar eo 
For The Sunday-School Times. 
Questioning the Scholars. 


HAVE known a Sabbath-school class to 

have nearly as many different lessons 
as there were scholars in the class. And 
not only this, but there were several differ- 
ent question-books in the class. This is 
ruinous, both to order and improvement. 
While the teacher is hearing John’s lesson, 
half a dozen or more other boys have no 
interest whatever in the matter. So they 
will be very likely to whisper, to play, to 
make disturbance in the class, and annoy 
their teacher in ways that boys know too 
well how to practice. 

These different books or different lessons 
in a class should not be allowed. Keep all 
the class on the same lesson if you would 
interest them all at once, and there is no 
peace or quiet for you if you cannot interest 
all at once. 

In studying your lesson, try to frame a 
great many questions of your own. If 
Willie is inattentive, or troubling James, 


throw a question at him immediately. Try . 


to have some illustrations, one or more, to 
tell your class, so that you can get their 
eyes all upon you. Encourage them to 
come with good lessons, but if they cannot 
answer the question you ask them, teach 
them to say ‘‘I don’t know” immediately, 
and do not let them make a dead stop and 
keep the whole class waiting. These dead 
pauses are to be avoided, if possible. Keep 
the questions flying, and if any are heed- 
less, make them your especial mark. When 
one cannot answer, frequently put it to the 
whole class, saying, ‘‘Can any one tell?” 
This will do much to keep them interested, 
if they feel that they are liable to be called 
upon any moment. 

I know it is patience-trying to teach a 
troublesome, inattentive class. But there 
will generally be one or two even in such a 
class who will behave well and give good 
attention, and they will be a real help to 





the teacher. Example is contagious, and if 
the teacher is well prepared, and can inte- 
rest the class, the listless ones may, ere long, 
be found imitating the example of those 
who are attentive. EFFNER Bonpb. 
a <m oO 


For The Sunday-School Times, 
How to Deal with Unconverted Teachers. 


*¢ CYHALL unconverted persons be em- 

ployed as Sabbath-school teachers ?’’ 
The question has often been asked and com- 
mented on. I felt all the more interested 
in it, for in my school were two uncon- 
verted teachers. I shall not argue the ques- 
tion now, either pro or con., but briefly give 
my experience. 

About three years ago, a family respect- 
able, intelligent, and strictly moral, but not 
church-members, moved into our town. 
They associated freely with our congrega- 
tion and, with the exception of sacramen- 
tal occasions, were to all appearance as at- 
tentive to Christian duty as many mem- 
bers of the church. Their children atten- 
ded Sunday-school regularly, and the father 
having been invited, came also. By-and- 
by he was proposed and elected teacher. 
He entered upon his work cheerfully, and 
was very punctual. Some of the teachers 
and older members of the church had mis- 
givings, however, and it soon became ap- 
parent that a spirit of dissatisfaction was 
growing up among us. Having privately 
consulted the disaffected persons, three of 
us, including our pastor, resolved to lay the 
case before God, and ask his guidance in 
the matter. We resolved to pray that he 
would lead our unconverted teachers 
humbly to the feet of his Son, Jesus. We 
prayed for them, and treated them kindly. 
We continued in prayer. But no answer 
was manifest. Our hearts began to fail 
within us. Sometimes we felt like giving 
up. Christ’s promises, however, would 
again cheer our hearts, and, like Jacob 
of old, we said— 

“Lord, I cannot let thee go, 
Till a blessing thou bestow.”’ 

The result: This teacher and his wife are 
now both converted. To-morrow (Sunday, 
Jan. 16th), they will be received into the 
church by baptism. To God be all the praise. 
Pastors and superintendents, pray for 
your unconverted Sunday-school teachers. 
Teachers, pray,for your unconverted pupils. 
God’s ears are not dull. You want a little 
more faith. A SUPERINTENDENT. 


> <-> 
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For The Sunday-School Times, 


The Children’s Prayer-Meeting. 
BY MRS, MC CONAUGHY. 


WAS much interested recently in an ac- 
count given me by a very efficient and 
successful teacher and laborer in the church 
and Sabbath-school, of a little prayer-meet- 
ing she used to attend when a.child. A 
half dozen little girls were gathered to- 
gether, conversing about their own personal 
interest in religion. They wondered why 
more was not said to little girls about their 
souls, when they were just as likely to die 





as anybody. As no one seemed inclined to 
do anything for them, they wondered if 
they could not do something for themselves, 
They resolved that they would form a little 
prayer-meeting, and pray every day that 
they might become Christians. In the 
basement of the academy was a large wood- 
room, where they had often gone to play, 
and they concluded that by piling the wood 
to one side they could make here a little 
closet, where they might meet and pray 
unobserved. The plan was carried out and 
continued through the whole session, others 
from time to time being privately invited 
and joining the little praying cirele. It 
was no play prayer-meeting, but a real 
earnest seeking of children from Christian 
families after salvation. All but one of that 
little circle were early converted to God, 
and are most active, earnest workers for 
Jesus. That one exception was a young 
lady whose parents were bitterly opposed 
to religion, and whose brothers laughed her 
out of her anxieties, She died at eighteen, 
without hope. 

How little we know what is passing in 
the hearts of children! How often their 
hearts reproach us for the little interest we 
show in their immortal souls. Parents, are 
you faithful in urging your children to 
come early to the Saviour? in directing 
them how to enter the narrow way ? 

-_> 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


Christian Work for Young Disciples. 
BY JAMES H. KELLOGG, 
ico objects of Sunday-school instruction 
have been well defined to be ‘‘ the con- 
version of the pupils, their sanctification 
and usefulness.’? And, in view of the re- 
ciprocal relation of faith to works, it will 
not be questioned that an earnest Christian 
activity is an efficient means of promoting 
personal holiness. In our zeal to establish 
and foster the best schemes of instruction, 
it is very easy for us to overlook the impor- 
tance of daily work as an aid to the Chris- 
tian growth of the converted pupils in our 
schools. Even for those who are as yet 
unbelieving, daily service for Christ may 
prove a means of grace, as it has often been 
in the case of unconverted teachers. Exer- 
cise is a condition of all religious, as it is of 
physical, growth, and while many excellent 
Sunday-school workers are overburdened 
with a multiplicity of duties, many young. 
shoulders are waiting anxious to assume 
some of the lighter burdens of Christian 
service, and would go with alacrity to their 
tasks. The best Sunday-schools are those 
wherein teachers and pupils are both doing 
as well as learning the best and most useful 
things appropriate to their respective 
spheres and abilities. 

‘“. B.,’’ a writer in a religious journal 
of influence, (and he is himself a very prac- 
tical and largely successful Sunday-school 
worker), gives some very aang hints on 
this subject of Christian work for youths. 
He advises that in all our towns and smaller 
cities {and he might well add, the large 
cities), meetings of the teachers, parents 
and converted youth of all evangelical de- 
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nominations be held in concert on an after- 
noon, to be followed with a special meeting 
in the evening for the young people. At 
these meetings, plans may be devised and 
societies formed, either general in their 
scope, or adapted to individual churches, 
which shall have for their object the devel- 
opment of the unused talents of this class, 
and their consequent growth in piety, and 
the advancement of the cause of Christ. 
The pastors and leading laymen could con- 
duct the meetings, or call in the aid of 
experienced laymen from other localities if 
desired. The project suggested by this 
writer is eminently important, and the 
success of it is not a matter of speculation. 
Already the ‘‘ Young People’s Christian 
Union”? movement in many prominent 
churches, has shown that it is entirely 
practical, and that a vast amount of good, 
by means of social influence, the visitation 
of the aged and the sick, the holding of 
cottage prayer meetings, the distribution 
of religious reading, and in various other 
ways, has been accomplished. ; 

The old error of saddling all the labors of 
the Christian congregation upon the backs 
ofa willing few, can meet but little favor in 
the judgment of this enlightened age. The 
commission of Christian duty is world- 
wide in its range and responsibility, and 
while stalwart men are fighting the battles 
of Christianity, in the strength and glory 
of Christian manhood, as one has beauti- 
fully said,.‘‘ The hand of a child may bring 
a cordial to the heart of a veteran.”” Thank 
God, there is a work and a reward even for 
the youngest! 


cl 


For The Sunday-School Times. 
Christiana and Her Children. 


A Concert Exercise of Hymns and Recitations, 
With Illustrations by the Magic-Lantern. 
CCORDING to our promise, made last 
week, we favor our readers with the cele- 
brated concert exercise which has occasioned 
no small stir in a wide Sunday-school circle, 
and by its successful rendering has demon- 
strated the power of such exercises for good 
over children and adults as well. 

The exercise is based upon the second part 
of Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, and was pre- 
pared by J. W. Weir, Esq., superintendent of 
the Sunday-school of the First Presbyterian 
church in Harrisburg, Pa. Asstated last week, 
it was given on the occasion of the /i/ty-fourth 
anniversary of that school. Its complete suc- 
cess in the wonderful interest created, and the 
truly happy and good impression made, as 
well as its suitableness for general use, have 
led to the belief that many schools will be glad 
to’adopt it, or a modification of it, on their fu- 
ture concert occasions. . 

Last year Mr. Weir’s school used with tell- 
ing success a similar exercise, prepared by the 
Rey. Dr. Knox, then of Rome, N. Y., now of 
Elmira. To this exercise, brought out by us 
at the time, and afterwards issued by our pub- 
lishers in pamphlet form, in a uniform style 
with their series of Concert Exercises, Mr. 
Weiradded the bright feature of magic-lantern 
illustrations. Dr. Knox’s exercise is entitled 
“The Song of the Pilgrimage,” and illustrates 
the first part of Bunyan’s Dream, Christian’s 
Progress. Thesecond part, Christiana and her 





Children, seems to be even better adapted for 
Sunday-school purposes, and its rendering by: 
the Harrisburg school was in advance even of 
their last year’s success. 

Although the exercise was made vastly more 
interesting and effective by the use of the magic- 
lantern, with the Drummond light and the 
beautiful colored pictures, yet it may be made 
a delightful success without the lantern and 
pictures. Opticians in some of our cities are 
willing to furnish at a small expense, the ne- 
cessary service with both these appliances. 


The best reciting talent among the oldest 
male scholars should be secured; or if there is 
not enough of this in the school, teachers or 
others can be used. Some fifteen or twenty of 
the best voices of the girls in school, together 
with a quartette and solos from the church 
choir, should go into practice, under a good 
leader, long enough in advance to secure tho- 
rough preparation. There are hundreds of 
schools which, at first thought, may shrink 
from the undertaking, but who will, by a reso- 
lute purpose, find it entirely and delightfully 
practicable. 

The recitations and voices, under a leader 
who has some talent for elocution, should be 
thoroughly committed ; and, if the lantern is 
used, spoken in the dark. And some of the 
hymns would be more effective if rendered in 
the same way. A very pleasant effect is given 
to the opening or ‘‘ Marching Song,”’ by having 
the choir organized outside of the audience 
chamber, when this can be done, and com- 
mence singing before entering—the audience 
rising to receive them as they reach the plat- 
form in front of the pulpit, and all joining in 
the well known chorus of “ Glory, glory, halle- 
lujah.”” Two of the hymns, ‘‘ Marching on, 
marching on, glad as birds on the wing,” and 
‘6 We dwell this side of Jordan’s stream,’ have 
been photographed, by permission, from the 
“Songs of Gladness,’’ (both the words and 
music,) by James W. Queen & Co., of Phila- 
delphia, and can be used by the lantern, with 
fine effect. Any others of them can be had 
cheaply, by ordering them to be made. But it 
is better not to multiply them. A few for va- 
riety and impression are better than many. 
Some of the hymns can, of course, be omitted 
or abbreviated. The superintendent will find 
it a great advantage, in using the lantern, to 
have a bell-pull at the platform, communi- 
cating with a bell in the vestibule, as a signal 
to the janitor for taking off and letting on the 
light in the church. 


Our space has compelled us to omit the com- 
plete hymns, and to give only the first stanza, 
and place. We also print but one half of the 
Exercise this week, for the same reason. As 
to its length, we may remark that the only 
complaint heard was, that it was too short! 
With the variety and beauty of the parts there 
was no weariness, either of the flesh or the 
spirit. An hour and three-quarters was the 
time occupied, and ‘‘the children cried for 
more.”’ Hundreds literally stood it without 
flinching. The Exercise complete and entire 
will soon be issued by our publishers in tract 
form, uniform in style with the ‘‘Song of the 
Pilgrimage,’ and others of the series of Concert 
Exercises published by J. C. Garrigues & Co. 

A beautiful photograph of the interior of the 
church, with its rich and tasteful adornments 
for the occasion, has been sent to us by the su- 
perintendent, Mr. Weir. ; 

Opening, intermediate, and closing exercises, 
reading of Scriptures, prayer, addresses, pre- 
sentation of offerings, etc., have been omitted 





here, as they can be arranged in any pro- 
gramme to suit the case of each school. 
The exercise begins with a 


MARCHING SONG. 
We are marching to the music of the children’s 
happy song; 
We are rallying the forces of an army true and 
strong; 
And we go forth to do battle ’gainst the serried 
ranks of wrong, 
With Jesus for our King. 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! 


We are casting up the highways for the coming of 
the Lord; 

Weare girded for the conflict with the Spirit shield, 
and sword, 

And we go to meet the foemen, trusting only in his 
Word, 

For Christ alone shall reign. 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! 


Against Satan and his legions shall our shining 
shafts be hurled, 

And o’er mountain, sea, and prairie, wide, our ban- 
ner be unfurled, 

For the task we set before us is the conquest of the 
world, 

With Jesus for our King. 
Glory, glory, hallelujah. 


In the church, and school, and household, we will 
tell the story sweet; 

Through contempt, and want, and peril, we will go 
with fearless feet, 

For with Jesus for our Leader we can never know 
defeat, 

Our Leader is our King. 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! 


Let us ne’er put off our armor till we hear the an- 
gel’s psalm, 

Till our glad lips join the chorus of the new song of 
the Lamb, 

And we stand within his presence, waving high 
the victor’s palm, 

Where Christ alone is king. 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! [M. B. Sleight.] 


PART I. 


Magic-Lantern- Illustration—CHRISTIANA AND 
HER CHILDREN. 


Recitation. 


Christiana, after her husband was gone over 
the river, and she could hear of him no more, 
her thoughts became greatly troubled. First, 
that she had lost her husband, and that the 
loving bond of that relation was utterly broken 
betwixtthem. This, therefore, of her husband 
did cost her manya tear. But this was not all, 
for Christiana did also begin to consider with 
herself whether her unbecoming behaviour to- 
wards her husband was not one cause that she 
saw him no more. Yea, there was not any- 
thing that Christian either said to her, or did 
before her, all the while that his burden did 
hang on his back, but it returned upon her 
like a flash of lightning, and rent her heart in 
sunder; especially that bitter outcry of his, 
‘¢ What shall I do to besaved?”’ did ring in her 
ears most dolefully. Then said she to her 
children, Sons, we are all undone. I have 
sinned away your father, and he is gone. He 
would have had us with him, but I would not 
go myself. I also have hindered you of life. 
With that the boys fell into tears, and cried to 
go after their father. 


1st Voice.—There is no man that hath power 
over the spirit to retain the spirit; neither hath 
he power in the day of death; and there is no 
discharge in that war. 

2d Voice.—He shall return no more to his 
house; neither shall his place know him any 
more. 

8d Voice.—I shall go to him, but he shall not 
return to me. 

4th Voice.—It is appointed unto men once t > 
die, but after this the judgment. 


Quartette and Class.— 
Pilgrim haste thee onward, 
See! the light of day 
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Breaking in its splendor, 
Shining on thy way; 
With its early dawning, 
Speed the race to run; 
{:Linger not to rest thee, 
Till the crown is won. :| 
—Bright Jewels. 


Solo—Quartette, soft and distant.— 
When, faint and weary toiling, 
The sweat drops on my brow, 
I long to rest from labor, 
To drop the burden now— 
There comes a gentle chiding, 
To quell each mourning sigh: 
‘““Work while the day is shining, 
There’s resting by-and-bye.”’ 
Chorus—Resting by-and-bye. 


—Silver Spray. 
PART II. 
Magie-Lantern I llustration—Tue LETTER. 
Recitation. 


Next morning, when she was up, had prayed 
to God, and talked with her children awhile, 
one knocked hard at the door, to whom she 
spake out, saying, If thou comest in God’s 
name, comein. Sohesaid, Amen, and opened 
the door, and saluted her with, Peace be to this 
house, 

Then he said unto her, My name is Secret; I 
dwell with those thatareon high. It is talked 
of where I dwell, as if thou hadst a desire to go 
thither. Also there is a report that thou art 
aware of the evil thou hast formerly done to 
thy husband, in hardening of thy heart against 
his way, and in keeping of these babes in their 
ignorance. Christiana, the Merciful One, has 
sent me to tell thee that he isa God ready to 
forgive, and that he taketh delight to multiply 
the pardon of offences. He also would have 
thee to know that he inviteth thee to come into 
his presence, 

There is Christian, thy husband that was, 
with legions more, his companions, ever be- 
holding that face that doth minister life to the 
beholders; and they will all be glad when 
they shall hear the sound of thy feet step over 
thy Father’s threshold. 

hristiana at this was greatly abashed in her- 
self, and bowed her head to the ground. This 
visitor 
also a letter for thee, which I have brought 
from thy husband’s king. So she took it and 
opened it. It was written in letters of Gold. 
he contents of the letter were these: that the 
King would have her do as did Christian her 
husband; for that was the only way to come to 
his City, and to dwell in his presence with joy 
forever. So the minister bid them farewell; 
and they began to prepare to set out for their 
journey. 


lst Voice.—Behold I stand at the door and 
knock, 

2d Voice.—Come unto me all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

8d Voice.—I will arise and goto my Father, 
and will say unto him, I have sinned against 
heaven, and am no more worthy to be called 
thy son. 

4th Woice.—I say unto you, that likewise joy 
shall be in heaven over one sinner that re- 
penteth. , 


By the School.— 
We'll journey together to Zion, 
That beautiful city of light, 
(with chorus.) —Singing Pilgrim. 


Quartette, semi-chorus and full chorus.— 
Come in life’s young, golden morning, 
While the dew is sparkling bright. 
—Bright Jewels. 


PART III. 


Magie-Lantern Illustration—THE MAX WITH 
THE MucK- RAKE. 


Recitation. 


The Interpreter took them apart again, and 
had them first into a room where was a man 
that could look no way but downwards, witha 
muck-rake in his hand; there stood also one 
over his head with a celestial crown in her 
hand, and proffered him that crown for his 


roceeded, and said, Christiana, here is [ 





muck-rake; but the man did neither look up 
nor regard, but rake to himself the straws, the 
small sticks, and dust of the earth. 

Then said Christiana, I persuade myself that 
I know somewhatthe meaning of this ; for this 
is the figure of a man in this world. Is it not, 
good Sir? 

Thou hast said right, said he, and his muck- 
rake doth show his carnal mind. And whereas, 
thou seest him rather give heed to rake up 
straws and sticks, and the dust of the floor, 
than do what she says that calls to him from 
above, with the celestial crown in her hand; 
it is to show that heaven is but asa fable to 
some, and that things here are counted the 
only things substantial. Now, whereas it was 
also showed thee that the man could look no 
way but downwards, it is to let thee know that 
earthly things, when they are with power upon 
men’s minds, quite carry their hearts away 
from God. 

Then said Christiana, O, deliver me from 
this muck-rake, 

That prayer, said the Interpreter, has lain 
by till itis almost rusty. ‘Give me notriches”’ 
is scarce the prayer of one of ten thousand. 
Straws, and sticks, and dust, with most, are 
the great things now looked after. 


lst Voice.—Take heed and beware of covet- 
ousness ; for'a man’s life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth. 

2d Voice.x—When goods increase, they are 
increased that eat them; and what good is 
there to the owners thereof, saving the behold- 
ing of them with their eyes? 

8d Voice.—They that will be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in de- 
struction and perdition. 

4th Voice.—For what is a man profited if he 
shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? 


Solo.—Why should we covet the joy of a day, 
Things that will fade in a moment away; 
Toiling for wealth and its honors to gain, 

“Why are we living for trifles so vain? 
Chorus.— 
Trust not the world in its beauty array’d, 
Though at our feet all its treasures be laid; 
What would it profit its wealth to control? 
What can we give in exchange for the soul? 
—Singing Pilgrim. 


By the School.— 
I know of a jewel whose lustre 
Is purer and brighter than gold— 
(with chorus.) —Bright Jewels. 


PART IV. 


Magie-Lantern Illustration—THE BATH oF 
SANCTIFICATION, 


Recitation. 


In the morning they arose with the sun, and 
prepared themselves for their departure; but 
the Interpreter would have them tarry awhile ; 
for, said he, you must go orderly from hence. 
Then said he to the damsel that first opened 
unto them, Take them and have them into the 
garden to the bath, and there wash them, and 
make them clean from the soil which they 
have gathered by travelling. Then Innocent, 
the damsel, took them and led them into the gar- 
den, and brought them to the bath; so she told 
them that there they must wash and be clean, 
for so her master would have them to do that 
called at his house, as they were going on pil- 
grimage. Then they went in and washed; and 
they came out of that bath, not only sweet and 
clean, but also much enlivened and strength- 
ened. 

When they were returned out of the garden 
from the bath, the Interpreter took them, and 
looked upon them, and said unto them, Fair as 
the moon. Then he called for the seal, where- 
with they used to be sealed that were washed 
in his bath. So the seal was brought, and he 
set his mark upon them, that they might be 
known in the places whither they were yet to 
go. : 
1st Voice.—Who shall ascend into the hill of 
the Lord, and who shall stand in his holy place? 

2d Voice.—He that hath clean hands anda 


pure heart. 





8d Voice.—He that is unjust, let him be un- 
just still; and he that is filthy, let him be filthy 
still. 

4th Voice.—And he that is righteous, let him 
be righteous still; and he that is holy, let him 
be holy still. 


By the Infant School—(in the gallery.) 
: I want to be like Jesus. 
(Palmer’s Songs.) 
Sing: Rock of Ages. 


PART V. 
Magic-Lantern Illustration—GREAT-HEART 
AND THE PILGRIMS. 
Recitation. 


The interpreter called for a man servant of 
his, one Great-heart, and bid him take sword 
and helmet and shield; and take these my 
daughters, said he, and conduct them to the 
house called Beautiful, at which place the 
will rest next. So he took his weapons an 
went before them, and the Interpreter said, 
God speed. Those also that belonged to the 
family sent them away with many a good wish. 
Now I saw in my dream that those went on, 
and Great-heart before them. 


1st Voice.—Let us put on the armor of light. 

2d Voice.—Stand fast in the faith; quit you 
like men; be strong. 

8d Voice.—Therefore endure hardness, as a 
good soldier of Jesus Christ. 

4th Voice.—Fight the good fight of faith ; lay 
hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also 
called. 


Sing : Soldier of Christ arise, 
And put your armor on, etc. 


Sing: “‘ Press on, little pilgrims.” 
—Adapted from Happy Voices, p. 186. 


PART VI. 


Magic-Lantern Illustration—F¥IGHT BETWEEN 
GREAT-HEART AND GRIM. . 


Recitation. 


So they went on, till they came within sight 
of the lions. Mr. Great-heart drew his sword’ 
with intent to make a way for the pilgrims in 
spite of the lions. Then there appeared one, 
that it seems, had taken upon him to back the 
lions; and he said to the Pilgrims’ guide, What 
is the cause of your coming hither? Now the 
name of that man wes Grim, or Bloody-man, 
because of his slaying of pilgrims, and he was 
of the race of the giants. 

Then said the Pilgrims’ guide, These women 
and children are going on pilgrimage ; and 
this is the way they must go, and go it they 
shall, in spite of thee and the lions, 

Then said Grim, This is not their way, nei- 
ther shall they go therein. Iam come forth to 
withstand them, and to that end will back the 
lions. 

Then Great-heart said, It is the King’s high- 
way that we are in, and in his way it is that 
thou hast placed the lions; but these women 
and these children, though weak, shall hold 
on their way in spite of the lions. And 
with that he gave him a downright blow, and 
brought him upon his knees. With this blow 
also he broke his helmet, and with the next he 
cut off an arm. Then did the giant roar so 
hideously that his voice frightened the women ; 
and yet they were glad to see him lie sprawl- 
ing upon the ground. Now the lions were 
chained, and so of themselyes could do no- 
thing. ‘Wherefore, when old Grim, that in- 
tended to back them, was dead, Great-heart 
said to the Pilgrims, Come now, and follow 
me, and no hurt shail happen to you from the 
lions. They therefore went on, but the women 
trembled as they passed by them; the boys 
also looked if they would die, but they all got 
by without hurt. 


lst Voice.—Wherefore take unto you the 
whole armor of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand in an evil day, and having done all, 
to stand. 

2d Voice.—Stand, therefore, having your 
loins girt about with truth, and having on the 
breastplate of righteousness. 
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8d Voice.—And your feet shod with the pre- 
paration of the gospel of peace. 

4th Voice.—Above all, taking the shield of 
faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all 
the fiery darts of the wicked. * 

5th Voice.—And take the helmet of salva- 
tion, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God. 


By the School.— 


Stand up! stand up for Jesus! 
Ye soldiers of the cross. 


Sing: 
Marching on, marching on, glad as birds on the 
wing. —Songs of Gladness. 
[ We shall conclude the Exercise next week.] 


_—__—. 


How to Win and Keep the Scholars. 


BY THE REV. SAMUEL Y. LEACH. 





[One of the valuable addresses given at the Balti- 
more Methodist Episcopal Sunday-School Conven- 
tion was on the topic ‘‘ How tosecure the best ave- 
rage attendance of scholars.’”’ Four practical points 
were considered, as follows :] 


1. We must present to our scholars cheer- 
Sul, convenient, and neatly furnished apart- 
ments, Material surroundings wonderfully 


. affect both mind and will. Keats wellsays, 


‘““A thing of beauty is a joy forever.”’ 
Through extraordinary exertions some 
schools flourish despite the chilling influ- 
ence of dreary and ill-ventilated rooms. 
But the time has come, in large cities at 
least, when children will not be steadily 
magnetized to apartments where no taste is 
displayed in architecture, convenience, or 
embellishment. 

Let the standard of Sunday-school archi- 
tecture and decoration be elevated among 
us. Give the children rooms cheerfully 
painted and comfortably seated; rooms 
with covered floors; rooms whose walls 
shall be graced with elegant maps and mot- 
toes, and, if possible; be adorned with su- 
perb paintings of a sacred character. Make 
the Sunday-school attractive, and logically 
an increased attendance of the scholars is 
secured. 

2. Place the older children invariably 
under the care of studious as well as pious 
teachers. I would not undervalue piety,— 
the grandest single endowment a teacher 
can possess. I would not have any instruc- 
tor be a mere intellectual iceberg. But 
teachers in our cities, where Sabbath attrac- 
tions abound, cannot secure the regular at- 
tendance of the maturer scholars, if they 
are mentally disqualified to unfold the 
Scriptures. Senior pupils will not regularly 
sit under the tuition of persons unable to 
enrich their minds with knowledge. 


The successful-teacher of to-day must be 
studious, and regard inquiry as a virtue. 
Coveting the best gifts, he must appreciate 
the solemn responsibility of training young 
immortals. The real import of scriptural 
and theological phraseology he must be 
competent to impart. The elder scholars of 
to-day soon comprehend a teacher’s mental 
calibre. They quickly discover the lack of 
research and absence of studious habits. 
Where teachers make no uniform prepara- 
tion for Sabbath, no full attendance of pu- 
pils can be steadily maintained. 

The elder scholars will not make sacrifices 





to attend a Sunday-school from which they 
return weekly with no addition to their 
stock of sacred knowledge. A teacher may 
eminently possess other qualifications, but 
if his scholars discover his intellectual in- 
competency for his duties his influence is 
fatally impaired. You cannot goad the 
youth: of the times to Sunday-school, or 
entice them with gilded cards of merit. 
Alfred Tennyson says ‘‘human thought 
widens ;’’ and it is true of children., They 
need teachers who shall beas prisms through 
which the truths of the Bible shall sparkle. 
While knowledge is not all a teacher must 
have, it is ‘‘ power’’ to him in combination 
with other excellencies. Senior scholars 
can be retained best, and their regular at- 
tendance secured most easily, by giving 
them teachers of fair culture; teachers of 
studious habits; teachers whose instruc- 
tions shall be an ample recompense for any 
inconvenience involved in a scholar’s pre- 
sence. 

3. Superintendents must discard teachers 
who areirregular. Superintendents should 
demand of each teacher example as well as 
precept. In Ceesar’s example lay the secret 
of his power over his soldiers. His battle 
cry was ‘‘ Follow me!’’ A teacher’s exam- 
ple is powerful for good or evil. Irregular 
teachers have created multitudes of irregu- 
lar scholars. 

I know schools where teachers are fre- 
quently absent without satisfactory excuse, 
and who, when present, keep the children 
marching perpetually in the same ljttle 
circle of narrow and superficial thought. 
Yet rather than give offence by the dis- 
charge of imperative official duty, such 
teachers are retained by superintendents 
and suffered to intermit their work on 
flimsy pretexts. Such irregular teachers 
unconsciously carry to school a decaying 
influence, as Uriah unconsciously carried 
to David’s minister of war his own death- 
warrant. I would have no such teacher. 
Were he as intellectual as was Plato, as 
polished as was Chesterfield, as fascinating 
as was Aaron Burr; were he an animated 
encyclopedia, his mind a teeming cornuco- 
pia of varied learning, I would decline his 
irregular services. If he trifled with his 
office and by irregularity publicly adver- 
tised his lack of interest in the work, I 
would kindly, yet firmly transfer his class 
to the watch-care of another. Better have 
five punctual and regular teachers with 
twenty scholars each, than twenty careless 
and irregular teachers with five scholars 
each. ; 

4. Pursue a systematic and progressive 
course of Sunday-school instruction. ‘‘ Or- 
der,’’ says Pope, ‘‘is heaven’s first law.’’ 
The larger part of Sunday-school instruc- 
tion is destitute of aim. A regular atten- 
dance of scholars cannot be secured in any 
school where for weary months and years, 
there is but a weekly, unplanned and spon- 
taneous ramble over some profound chap- 
terofthe Bible. Thatday has arrived when 
a methodical course of Sunday-school in- 
struction must be pursued. With advanc- 
ing years children demand loftier grades of 
study and more thorough discipline. Some- 





times it seems to me there is less system in 
our representative Sunday-schools than 
anywhere in the universe. In the astrono- 
mical world where the planets blaze and 
burn, we find system. In the burial, ger- 
mination and fruitage of the seed, in bodily 
development from infancy to manhood, in 
the scheme of redemption, from the an- 
nouncement of the first promise to the co- 
ronation scene to succeed the final judg- 
ment, system is exhibited and a sublime 
gradualism beautifully unfolded. 

Enter the public and private schools of 
your city and you will discover a graduated 
and progressive course of study, continually 
elevating the scholars to more extensive 
and interesting fields of knowledge. Is 
method less essential in the Sunday-school ? 
Is it a wonder that scholars attend irregu- 
larly when they consciously make no ad- 
vancement by regular gradations, in sanc- 
tified learning? Let attention be paid to 
the mental growth of the children. Let 
our catechisms be consecutively and pro- 
foundly studied—Vincent’s graduated se- 
ries, so full of seed-thought and suggestive- 
ness, be regularly pursued with the help of 
asmall Bible Dictionary in the hands of 
each scholar. Rely on it unless a judicious 
course of study is selected and adhered to, 
scholars will be irregular. 





Sunday-School Gntelligence. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.] 





: Damascus, Ohio.—The report of the Con- 
vention and Institute at this place, is of neces- 
sity held over until next week. 





Philadelphia.—The January Monthly Insti- 
tute for the Sabbath-school teachers of Phila- 
delphia, was held in the Rev. John Cham- 
bers’s Church on Broad street. It was a good 
meeting, but much remains to be done, on the 
part of the teachers of the city, by way of 
interest and participation in the movement, to 
make the Institute all that it ought to be for the 
cause in Philadelphia, A valuable paper on 
Child Nature, its peculiarities and needs, was 
read by E. R. Hutchins, M.D. We shall re- 
produce its prominent points in our next 
issue. 

The fourth annual meeting of the Philadel- 
phia Baptist Sabbath-School Association, 
was held lastweek. Large numbers and con- 
siderable interest marked all the  ses- 
sions. The denomination here is peculiarly 
active in Sunday-school labors. It has a 
large share of the Sunday-school talent of the 
city. The Rev. George A. Peltz, editor of the 
new Sunday-school organ, The Baptist Teacher, 
and President of the Pennsylvania State Asso- 
ciation, is one of the leading spirits, while Rev. 
Drs. Griffith, Henson, Boardman, Randolph, 
Castle, Eaches, and others among the clergy, 
and Messrs. Tolman, Eldredge, Evans, Moore, 
Dennisson, Shoemaker, Lincoln, &c., among 
the laymen, have long been conspicuously en- 
ergetic in the good cause. The Association is 
in a flourishing condition. The schools sup- 
port it vigorously, both by their contributions, 
and sympathies, and efforts. The bond of 
union is strong, and the schools are reaping 
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the benefit more and more manifestly year af- 
ter year. The children’s meeting in the Hor- 
ticultural Hall, which always forms a great 
feature of the Assoeiation’s annual meeting, 
was a fine success. Sectional meetings of pas- 
tors, superintendents, older classes, and in- 
fant-classes were a part of the programme. 





New York City.—The 53d anniversary of 
the Madison Avenue Baptist Sabbath-school, 
was celebrated on Thursday evening, January 
20th. The building was filled. The pastor, 
Rev. J. F. Elder, and the Rev. Stephen H. 
Tyng, Jr., made the addresses. Gifts of books 
were distributed to the children, and refresh- 
ments closed the pleasant occasion. 

THE Sabbath-school of the First Reformed 
Presbyterian church also had a pleasant time 
on the evening of the 20th inst. Singing, de- 
clamations, recitations, &c., by the ehildren, 
and good addresses by clergymen, with re- 
freshments and a presentation made up a very 
delightful time. 





Albany, N. ¥Y.—The First Congregational 
church Sabbath-school celebrated its nine- 
teenth anniversary January 16th, in their new 
and commodious edifice on Eagle street. The 
exercises were not merely interesting, but 
deeply impressive. The report of the superin- 
tendent, A. S. Kibbee, showed officers and 
teachers, 50; scholars, 424; money raised, 
$1,221. A female missionary has been em- 
ployed for the last five months of the year, 
with cheering results. The mission-school 
connected with the church was also present 
and reported officers and teachers, 22; scho- 
lars, 126. The uniform lesson system pub- 
lished in The Sunday-School Times is here 
adopted and used. Ralph Wells, of New York 
city, addressed the children and teachers for 
nearly an hour, with that fervent eloquence 
and earnestness peculiar to him. The pastor, 
Rev. Mr. Smart, also gave ashort but touching 
address, showing the want of the church and 
Sunday-schools to be a holy enthusiasm for 
Jesus and for the salvation of souls. The 
music was of a high order of excellence. May 
abundant success, with the blessing of heaven, 
attend the future efforts of this school and con- 
gregation. ‘* COMMUNICATED.”’ 





Ohio (Oficial).—The Annual Convention of 
the Ohio State Sabbath-School Union, will be 
held in the city of Springfield, on Wednesday 
and Thursday of the first week in June, 1870. 
Blanks for securing full statistical reports 
have already been sent to the leading officers 
of the County Unions throughout the State. 
If there be any deficiency in the number sent 
to any county, application may be made to the 
Corresponding Secretary of the State Union, 
and an additional number will be transmitted. 
We desire to secure at least an approximate 
report from every county in the State. 

J. TUCKERMAN, Cor. Sec. Ohio S.S.S. Union. 
Austinburg, Ohio, Jan. 18, 1870. 





Personal.—The Sunday-school column in 
The Independent is conducted by our good 
friend J. Bennet Tyler. He brings to his de- 
partment an extensive Sunday-school ac- 
quaintance, and a long and wide observation 
and experience, especially in missionary 
phases of the work. These advantages, com- 
bined with an intelligent zeal and the com- 
mand of a graphic pen, make him peculiarly 
well fitted for the cosmopolitan service he ren- 
ders to the cause through his influential paper. 





Obituary.—The Rev. George Jones, Chap- 
lain of the United States Naval Asylum in Phi- 
ladelphia, died on Saturday, the 22dinst. Mr. 
Jones had been an extensive traveller, and in 
his later years was an author and lecturer, 
His two books, ‘‘ Life Scenes from the Four 
Gospels’ and ‘‘ Life Scenes from the Old Tes- 
tament,’”’ are widely known among Sunday- 
school workers. He was a truly good man, a 
type of the Christian which good men admire 
and all men respect. He has “‘ come to his grave 
in a full age, like as a shock of corn cometh in 
his season.”’ 


a <m oe 


Books. 


LADY BYRON VINDICATED. By Harriet Beecher 
Stowe. Boston: Fields, Osgood & Co. Wedo not 
sympathize with the tone of disparagement in 
which this book is mentioned in some quarters or- 
dinarily well informed and disposed to fair deal- 
ing. Whatever may have been the short-comings 
or the weakness of the original article in The At- 
lantic, there is no want of effective power in the 
present volume, and we cannot but think that much 
of what is now said against the book is only the ex- 
pression of a foregone conclusion, and that the tide 
now swelling so blindly in one direction, will have 
acertain and no distantebb. Mrs. Stowe accounts 
for the marks of haste and immaturity evident in 
her original publication ; "and, in this more delibe- 
rate and well-considered review of the subject, she 
has certainly adduced facts and reasons which 
sooner or later will be admitted to a candid hear- 
ing, and which will ultimately reverse the judg- 
ment of the world in regard to the comparative 
merits of Lord and Lady Byron. Three months 
ago, it was a question of Mrs. Stowe and of literary 
taste. Events since that time have changed the 
issue, and it is nowa question of Byron and his 
wife; and though we have not the space or the in- 
clination to enter into the discussion, we think it 
but an act of justice to show at least how our judg- 
ment and our sympathies lie. 

Louis SINCLAIR. By Lawrence Lancewood. 
Boston: Henry A. Young. A really charming story, 
describing life ata boys’ school. It inculcates in 
the strongest manner the duties of generosity and 
truthfulness among boys towards each other and 
towards their teachers, and can hardly fail to make 
its young readers feel indignant at allacts of mean- 
ness. The book is an admirable one to circulate 
among school-boys. 

CousIN CLARA; by the same author and pub- 
lisher as the above, isa lively, well written story, 
the chief actors in it being half-grown girls and 
boys in good but not fashionable society. The 
moral of the story hinges upon the dishonesty of 
one of the girls in regard to a valuable necklace of 
her mother’s, though there are many other points 
of social morality brought out and happily illus- 
trated. The book is a good one to put into the 
hands of the young. With the volume above no- 
ticed it forms part of the “ Lindendale Stories,” a 
series nicely put up in a box, and full of good, help- 
ful reading for the young. 

KarRpDoo, THE HINpdoo Grr, Philadelphia: 
Presbyterian Board of Publication. A stirring nar- 
rative of woman’s lifein India, unfolding asad pic- 
ture of her degradation. While it gives accurate 
historical information, it also awakens the deepest 
sympathies of the reader. The women of America 
old and young, should read it. It will tend to 
quicken a missionary zeal in many hearts in be- 
half of woman’s work for women, both at home 
and abroad. ‘‘Kardoo” should find its way into 
all our Sunday-school] libraries. 

JosEPH: The Hebrew Prince of Egypt. Philadel- 
phia: Presbyterian Publication Committee. A little 
book with nine illustrations, telling the story of 
Joseph in purely Bible language. In this mono- 
grammatic form the wonderful simplicity and 
beauty of the original appear in striking relief. 

Jesus’ LAMBS. By Rev. Edward Payson Ham- 
mond. Philadelphia: American Baptist Publi- 
cation Society. A number of storics for children, 
teaching them how to find Jesus, They are mostly 
characterized with point and purpose, and are 





drawn largely from the author’s own experience in 
his labors with children. Several letters of the 
little ones, descriptive of their personal experience 
are given. It is a useful book for parents and 
teachers, 

OuR FATHER. New York: American Tract Soctety. 
In this pretty little book for the nursery, or the in- 
fant-class library, each petition of the Lord’s 
Prayer is made the subject of a chapter, bringing 
out its meaning in simple language, with the aid 
of appropriate incidents and stories. 

THE YACHTVILLE Boys. By Mrs. Caroline E. 
Kelly Davis. Boston: Henry Hoyt. This story 
traces the simple history of two boys living in 
humble homes in a little sea-coast town. By ad- 
hering to good principles they make friends who 
help them, and develope into fine characters, not- 
withstanding the drawbacks of poverty and intem- 
perance in their homes, It is a plain, good story, 
but hardly up tothe point of stirring interest to 
which the author usually brings her stories. 

TRIBUNE ALMANAC FOR 1870. New York: Tribune 
Association. A favoriteannual with many who are 
engaged in public affairs—and useful to all who 
take an interest in the political situation. Its sta- 
tistics are very minute, and seem to be very care- 
fully prepared. They embrace all departments of 
the government, National and State, and give one 
abird’s eye view of the political condition of the 
land, so far as numerical strength is an index to it, 
Price, 20 cents. 

THE PUBLIC LEDGER ALMANAC, for 1870. Phila- 
delphia: George W. Childs. The publisher of The 
Ledger, has prepared for his 80,000 daily subscribers 
a handsome and useful household manual, which 
he gives them freely, with all its well selected and 
copious repository of valuable facts and statistics. 

THE ECLECTIC MAGAZINE, of Foreign Literature, 
Science, and Art. February. W. H. Bidwell, edi- 
tor. New York: EZ. R. Pelton. Star papers of the 
first magnitude in the foreign periodicals are trans- 
ferred to The Eclectic from month to month with 
prompt decision and unusual wisdom of selection, 
The article “Islam,’’ which is taken from the Quar- 
terly Review, and leads off this month, is a very va- 
luable contribution tothe history of Mohamme- 
danism. Other papers are varied, timely and in- 
teresting. The steel-plate frontispiece is a finely 
executed portrait of the late James T, Brady. ¢5a 
year. 

APPLETON’S JOURNAL. Monthly Part for January. 
New York: D. Appleton & Company. We have 
received this richly illustrated journal of science, 
art and letters through Duffield Ashmead, Philadel- 
phia. Its illustrations are of the higher and finer 
type, and are an ornament and honor to American 
pictorial journalism. $4a year. 

THE GALAXY. February. New York: Sheldon & 
Co. The Galaxy is growing in favor in the best 
reading circles, This month continues to give us 
Reade’s novel “Put Yourself in his Place,” with 
“Brigham Young,” ‘‘Ten Years in Rome,” ‘ Ven- 
tilation and Warning,” &. $4a year. 

THE SABBATH AT HoME. February. Boston: 
American Tract Society. This is oneof the truly 
good magazines for the Christian household. Its 
articles are elevating and instructing, while at the 
same time they interest and attract. ‘“‘The Hea- 
then at our Doors” is an interesting paper concern- 
ing the religious belief and practices of the Chinese 
in California. $2a year. 

LIPPINCOTT’S MAGAZINE. February. Illustrated. 
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. “The Vicar of 
Bullhampton” is the leading story, by Anthony 
Trollope, which has reached its eighth part this 
month. “ Lippincott’ is steadily holding its place 
among the best magazines of the day. $4a year. 

PETERS’S MUSICAL MONTHLY. January. New 
York: J. L. Peters. The January number is unusu- 
ally full of choice music, printed from full-sized 
music-sheet plates. It is a very valuable visitor 
to the music-loving home. $3 a year. 

THE MOTHER'S JOURNAL. January. Chicago, 
J. N. Clarke. This interesting monthly has some 
wholesome and timely wordson matters connected 
with home and family training. It has this month 
a pretty steel-plate frontispiece, entitled ‘Charlie 
in Trouble.” $2a year. 

MERRY’S MusEumM. January. Boston: Horace 


B. Fuller. A weil illustrated and well conducted 
boys and girls’ magazine. The full-page frontis- 
piece this month is quite attractive. The magazine 
may be cordially commended, $1.50 a year, 
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Advertising Department. 





Under this head we classify the business notices 
which follow. We aim to make this Department fresh 
and varied, and of interest to our readers every week. 
Jt is our purpose and determination not to admit into 
it anything of an objectionable character, under any 
circumstances whatever. All advertisements to which 
no special address is appended, will be understood as 
those of our own house. In writing for any article 
mentioned, it will be of advantage to give the page of 
the paper on which the advertisement appeured. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 


PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS, 
Office 608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


FOUR BIBLE MAPS. 
PALESTINE 


AND OTHER 


PARTS OF SYRIA. 
Size, 6 by 9 feet. Price, $15. 


This large and exceedingly valuable Map of the 
Holy Land, is the result of the united labors of Rev. 
Henry 8. Osborn, LL. D., and-Rev. Lyman Coleman 
D.D. Ithas been constructed after the personal 
surveys of the authors, who have also availed them- 
selves of the opinions of Robinson, Thomson, Kie- 
= Wetzstein, Van De Velde, Porter and others; 

ides embracing the information obtained by the 
recent British Admiralty Survey on the eastern 
coast of the Mediterranean. It has been emphatically 
pronounced the best Map of Palestine for Sunday- 
schools ever published in any age or country. 


JERUSALEM 
ADJACENT PLACES. 


Bize, 5 by 8 feet. Price, $12. 


This is a beautiful Bird’s Eye View of Jerusalem 
as it is supposed to have appeared in the time of ow 
Saviour. It embraces not only the city, but the 
towns, mountains and valleysin its vicinity. The 
prominent objects are delineated with eee clear- 
ness, So that there is no difficulty in identifyin 
them. The Map is accompanied by a Manual an 
Key which will give to any one, however unfami- 
liar with the subject, sufficient information to ena- 
bls him to fully understand and explain the View. 


BIBLE LANDS, 


IWustrating Especially 


THE TRAVELS OF ST. PAUL. 
Size, 4 by 6 feet. Price, $7. 


A very convenient Map for all who are engaged 
in pom cay Y that rtion of the Bible which em- 
braces the Life and Labors of the great Apostle to 
the Gentiles. His different voyages are distinctly 
marked by colored lines, so that they can be easily 
traced by any one engaged in the study of the nar- 
rative. e Map embraces that portion of the ter- 
ritory known as Asia Minor, and extends as fs: 
westward as Greece and Italy. 


JOURNEYINGS OF ISRAEL. 


MusLIN—UNMOUNTED. 
Size, 4 by 5 feet. Price, $3. 


This Map has been prepared by Rev. J. P. Durnin, 
D. D., from personal travels and observations in the 
lands of Egypt and Palestine. It embraces the ter- 
ritory from beyond the Nile River on the west, to 
twenty miles east of the Dead Sea, and covering 
more than 200 miles of extent from north to south. 




















Good Tunes! 
Bonethie Hymns!! 
ound Theology!!! 


SABBATH SONGS, 


FOR CHILDREN’S WORSHIP. 
L. Marshall, J. C. Proctor, S. Burnham. 
With Exercises for Sunday-School Concerts. 
Widely Used—Greatly Liked. 

Price, 30 cts. in Paper; 35 cts. in Boards. 

4@-Copies by mail on receipt of price. Specimen 
pages free. LEE & SHEPARD, Boston, 





Graded Question Paper. 


Issued for Every Week. 





The Series of Question Papers for Scholars, to ac- 
company the Lessons which are appearing in The 
Sunday-School Times this year, are furnished on the 
following terms: 


Subscriptionsin Advance. 
100 copies, from Feb. 6th to the close of the year, $9.20 
‘ “oe 


50 ‘ “ce “ i) 4.60 
25 “ “cs “ “ “ 2.30 
10 oe “ “ “ee “ 95¢ 





Try them! Try them!! 


100 copies, three months, on trial, - - $2.50 
50 “ “ “ e * a 1.25 
25 “ “ ‘“ a . . & 65¢ 
10 “ “ “ a 3 Ss 30¢ 


No subscriptions received for less than 10 copies. 
Samples sent to any address on receipt of a stamp 
for postage. 


IMPORTANT TO EVERY SCHOOL! 
SELECT LIBRARY BOOKS. 


As conductors of The Sunday-School Times, we have 
for a number of years enjoyed unusually favorable 
facilities for becoming thoroughly acquainted with 
all the various publications intended for Sabbath- 
school Libraries, as they have from year to year 
been issued from the presses of THIRTY-SIX 
different societies and private publishers. During 
all this time we have carefully selected, after « 
thorough examination, from all available sources, 
the very choicest and best of these books, which we 
are prepared to supply to those who favor us wit}: 
their patronage. The warmest words of recom- 
mendation have reached us from pastors and super- 
intendents, whose schools have been furnished by 
us with our SELECT BOOKS. 

The advantages to be secured by sending orders 


tous, and submitting the selections to our judg- 
ment, are: 








1st.— All books of an aimless or light and trifliny 
character are avoided. 


2nd.—No volume is admitted that does not cor: - 
tain religious and moral truth. 

3rd.— Dull books that would be useless lumber 17 
any library are excluded. 

4th.— Nothing inappropriate for reading on thi: 
Lord's Day is admitted. 

5th.— Books containing a discussion of doctrinal 
questions not included, unless requested. 

6th.—The excellence of every volume is guaran 
teed to all our purchasers. 





43 We also supply, besides our SELECT LIBRAR\ 
Books, any other publications in the market tha! 
may be ordered by our patrons. 

Correspondenc: is cordially solicited from schools 
of all denominations, and all orders by mail meet 
with prompt aitention, : 


SHORT STUDIES 


For Sunday-School Teachers. 


BY REY. C. 8. ROBINSON, D. D. 








Sunday-school teachers have in this volume a co!- 
lection of jewels. Some of the richest and freshes: 
thoughts in the whole range of the Sunday-schou: 
are here embalmed in beautiful, terse, sometim-~ 
odd, and always original and strong expression 
The work abounds in short, pithy, sententious illus- 
tration, and has nothing hackneyed in it. It is emi- 
nently suggestive, stimulating and refreshing, an: 
will be a treasure to teachers, superintendents 
talkers, and workers in the cause, 


Price, $1.25; by Mail, $1.41. 





Appropriate for in Seasons 


THE TEACHER’S CROWN 


By JOHN 8S. HART. 


A beautiful tract for teachers, containing rich 
gems of thought, and pointing to the reward in 
store for earnest laborers in the Sabbath-school 
vineyard. Price 36 cents a dozen. Send two 3-cent 
stamps for a sample by mail, 


NEW REWARD CARDS. 


ARTISTICALLY DESIGNED— 
BEAUTIFULLLY PRINTED. 











We welcome this addition to our list of Sabbath- 
school cards, because they are such as cannot fail to 
awaken and instruct the young, for whom they are 
intended: 


A—Good Counsel Cards, 6 varieties, 
B—Sunday-School Gems, No.1. 6 varieties 
C—Tokens of Merit. 8 sie 
D—Sunday-School Rewards, No.1. 10 varieties, 
E—Sunday-School Rewards, No. 2, 10 +3 
F—Sunday-School Premiums, No.1. 10 - 
G—Bible Precepts, No.1. 10 . 
H—Bible Precepts, No. 2. 10 “ 
I—Illuminated Bible Texts, No.1. 12 
J—Illuminated Bible Texts, No.2. 12 sg 
K—Bible Selections, No.1, 12 ss 
L—Bible Selections, No. 2, 12 " 
M—Life of St. Paul, colored. 12 - 
N—Life of St. Paul, plain. 12 “ 
O—Curious Bible Questions, No.1. 12 - 


SERSERERSERSSRES RS REE 


P—Curious Bible Questions, No, 2, 12 = 
Q—Ten Commandments, 10 " 
R—Ornamental Crosses, colored. 8 bs 
S—Ornamental Crosses, plain, 8 * 
T—Maxim Rewards. 10 * 
U—Golden Maxims, 10 “ 


Any number of packages will be sent by mail, on 
receipt of the prices given. In sending an order, 
please give the initial letter printed at the left hand 
side of the title, to avoid all errors that might occur 
in undertaking to copy the names which appear on 
the outside of the envelopes in which they are put 
up. Furnished in large or small quantities, 





PICTORIAL AIDS 


BLACKBOARD EXERCISES, 


FOR THE USE OF 
Sabbath-Schools, Bible-Classes, 
AND 
Congregational Bible Instruction. 
5 Large Charts. Size, 28 by 40 inches. 





These charts will be found very serviceable in 
the preparation of Lessons for Visible Illustration 
of Bible Themes. They are bold enough to be seen 
distinctly in a large room, and meet a want that 
has been felt by those who have not had much ex- 
perience in the use of chalk on a blackboard. The 
subjects, already prepared, with a description of 
each lesson, are, 


The Good Shepherd, 
Parable of the Sower, 
The Piltar of Truth, 
The Two Mansions, 
The Christian Arno. 


The entire set will be sent by mail on receipt of 
$2.60, or a sample for examination for 50 cents, 
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CHOICE BOOKS 


FOR 


SABBATI-SCHOOIS. 


Beautifully Illustrated. 
Agnes Wilbur. $ $ : : 90¢e 
Arthur Merton. : : : $1.25 
Barbara St. John. : : ~ 1.25 


Better than Rubies. ; : 3) ie 
Friday Lowe. : $ : : 1.25 
Grace Mansfield’s Experiment. : 90c 
Heavenward—Earthward. : 1.25 
Helen MacGregor. : : : : 1.26 


Home Vineyard. : : $ : 80c 
John Brett’s Household. : : : 90c 
Life-Scenes from the Four Gospels. 2.00 
Life-Scenes from the Old Testament. 2.00 
One Hundred Gold Dollars. : : 90c 


Pardee’s Sabbath-Schoolt Index. 1.25 
Stella Ashton. : : : $ : 90c 
Teacher’s Guide to Palestine. 65¢ 
Tilman Loring. : : : : 90c 
Tom Miller. : : : : : £ 1 


Inquire for these books at any store and be sure 
to get them when you add to your library. 





Something New. 





AN ATTRACTIVE SERIES OF WALL TEXTS 
has recently been printed in bold letters, so plain 
that any child familiar with the alphabet can read 
them. Although very distinct, they are highly or- 
namental, and their cheapness will secure an in- 
troduction into many schools where the elabo- 
rately finished lithograph texts are considered too 
expensive. They are printed in colors, on heavy 
paper, 16 by 21 inches in size. 


The Texts are as follows: 


1—‘‘ Stand up for Jesus.”’ 
2,—'* We would see Jesus,”’ 
8.—‘* Ye Must be Born Again.” 
4.—‘* Now is the Accepted Time.” 
5.—“ Suffer Little Children to Come unto Me.” 
6.—‘‘ Search the Scriptures.” 
7.—‘*Come unto Me all ye that Labor and are 
heavy Laden and I will give you Rest.” 
8.—‘‘ Remember thy Creator in the Days of thy 
Youth.” 
9.—‘‘God Bless our Sunday-School,” 
10.—‘* Feed My Lambs.”’ 
11.—‘* Come to Jesus.” 
12,—“‘ Hope Thou in God.” 
13.—‘‘ Jesus the Only Saviour,” 
14.—“‘ Live for Jesus,”’ 
15.—‘‘ Come Unto Me,” 
16.—‘*I will give you Rest.” 
17,—‘‘ Hope thou in God.” 





aa If twelve texts are ordered at one time, they 
will be sent by mail for $1.75; the entire seventeen 
for $2.50. Single copies, 20 cts. 


HANDY HELPS 
TO BIBLE LANDS 


BY REV, ALFRED TAYLOR. 








HANDY HELPS consists of an outline map o! 
Palestine, printed on heavy card-board, and ar- 
ranged for use in the Sunday-school, and wherever 
the Bible is studied. Accompanying the map isa 
table of distances, with the names of the most im- 
portant pace mentioned in Scripture history. By 
means of this table and other information in con- 
nection with the map, with a lead pencil any scho- 
lar may locate all P aces of especial interest, im- 
pressing their relative position on the mind more 
permanently than by any other course of study. 


Price, 50 Cents per Dezen. 





cho to oires,”’ 


ADD 


A New and Beautiful Collection of Hymns 
and Tunes for Children at Home and in 
the Sabbath-School. 


Price $25 and $30 per hundred. 








_ Avery large majority of both the Tunes and the 
Hymns are new, and the selected tunes are the 
gems of the books from which they are taken; and 
all the pieces are fitted to gratify and promote a 
pure musical and poetic taste. 


A Severe Critic says: 

“T am free to say, that I think this book the most 
unexceptionable, on the whole, of any of the books 
of its Glass. From the vices and defects of our po- 
pular Sunday-school hymns it is, to a great extent, 
free; and more than that, I have found some 
hymns of such positive merit, as to make me wish 
to use them in my own school, and there are very 
few Sunday-school hymns of which I can say so 
muchasthat. REv.G. B, BACON, Albany, N.Y.” 


American Tract Society, 
1408 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 


H. N. THISSELL, District Secretary. 
CHICAGO, 45 Madison St., Rev. GLEN Woop, Sec’y. 





SILICATED BLACKBOARDS. 





We have recently added to our varied stock of 
useful appliances for Sunday-school purposes, the 
Silicate Surface Blackboards, on Bristol Card and 
Heavy Paper. Weconsider this surface a very su- 
perior article, and commend its use after a practi- 
ealtest of its valuable qualities. It is put upin 
different forms, as follows: 


STIFF BRISTOL CARD, 


with both surfaces finished, and eyelets in the edge 
to hang upon the wall. 


No. 1.—2 by 8 feet (12 square feet of surface), $2.00 
No.2.—3by 8feet(1lg “ * e ) 8.00 
No. 3.—3 by 4feet (24 “ “ ” ), 4.00 
FOLDING STIFF BRISTOL CARD. 
No. 4.——One Fold (12square feet of surface), $2.50 
No.5.—TwoFolds(12 “ ‘“ - ) 275 
No. 6.——One Fold (18 “ ‘* eh ee 
No.7.—Two Folds(ig ‘“ ‘“ e » 875 
No. 8.—One Fold (4 ‘“ ‘“ a ), 4.50 
No. 9.—tTwo Folds(27 “ ‘“ e ), 5.50 
No. 10.—Two Folds(36 “ ‘“ s ), 7.00 


BLACKBOARD PAPER. 


This is put up in rolls, 3 feet wide, and may be 
purchased at the rate of 12 cts. a square foot. 


Map Form, with moulding at top, Heavy Paper, 
(18 square feet of surface), ees a 


The Map Form is very convenient and inexpen- 
sive. 


GEIST’S 





ADHESIVE LABELS. 











1 to 300, 2101 to 2400, 
301 to 600, 2401 to 2700, 
601 to 900, 2701 to 3000, 
901 to 1200, 3001 to 3300, 
1201 to 1500, 8801 to 3600, 

1501 to 1800, 3601 to 3900, 

1801 to 2100, ese 8901 to 4100, 


These superior labels for libraries are printed on 
tough and durable paper, and are rendered adhesive 
by a substance which forms a union better than 
any material heretofore known. They are soldat 
80 cents for a sheet, containing 300 labels. Furnished 
in large or small quantities, by mail, post-paid, 


New Volume. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BLACKBOARD, 


For 1870, 


Will commence a new volume in January, and be 
issued every two months. Every number full of 


Illustrated Lessons, 
Engraved Diagrams, 
Chalk Sermons, 
Blackboard Designs, 
Infant-Class Lessons. 


Adapted especially to the use of Superintendents 

and Infant-Class Teachers, 

TERMS—$l1 per annum, in advance. Specimen 
number 22 cents. 


Bound volumes of “Teacher and Class,” for 1868, 
post-paid, $1.62, 








LIFE-SCENES 


FROM 


THE OLD TESTAMENT. 


BY REV. GEORGE JONES, M. A. 





12mo. Maps and Illustrations. $2. 





‘The extensive demand for the former similar work 
by this author—“LIFE SCENES FROM THE FouR Gos- 
PELS’’—and the numerous and constantly increas- 
ing proofs of its usefulness, have induced Mr. Jones 
to undertake the more difficult effort to make a 
= reality of the times and scenes of the Old 

estament Patriarchs, He has tried tosweep away 
the mists with which intervenin — and our 
roy! impressions in ——— reading have invest- 
ed these events, and to place before us the men as 
they were,—human beings with our instincts and 
capacities ;—and while carefully avoiding all mere 
creations of fancy, to give to the incidents of their 
lives a freshness in our apprehensions, and a full- 
ness and vividness that must greatly add to their 
interest in our Bible readings. 

He has brought to his aid the result of most ex- 
tensive study of books, and some personal observa- 
tions in the countries of which he treats. His book 
leads us over portions of Scripture history, which, 
among the numerous recent publications in Bible 
lands and incidents, are comparatively but little 
explored; and some of these chapters have on this 
account a peculiar freshness as well as interest. 
The one on “Ur of the Chaldees,” exhibiting the 
late discoveries in that region, and the strongly en- 
ticing allurements from which Abraham emerged 
to be a witness for God gives to this latter event al- 
together a new aspect; and again, the parallelism 
between the distinctive characters of the Pharaohs 
who ruled during the slavery of the Israelites and 
the changing history of the latter, as we can trace 
this parallelism on the Egyptian monuments, isa 

articularly interesting subject, now exhibited for 

he first time in Mr. Jones’s book. The profiles of 
the Pharaohs, taken from the great work of Lep- 
sius, 13 vols., royal folio, and here carefully given. 
correspond in a remarkable degree to the sever 
dispositions of these monarchs. Another chapter 
in this book, connected_with Abraham’s contract 
for the tomb-caves at Hebron, and showing the 
manner in which alphabets—our own among them 
—were originally made, is one that for the . 
enment it gives our mind on a most interesting 
topic, will by some be considered alone worth the 
price of the book, 





ILLUSTRATED PAPERS. 





Charming Monthlies for the Little Folks: 


THE YOUTH’S TEMPERANCE BANNER, 
THE CHILD AT HOME, 
THE CHILD’S PAPER, 
THE CHILD'S WORLD. 
Samples of one or more senton receipt of a stamp 
for postage, and subscriptions received by the pub- 
lishers of The Sunday-School Times. 





TOKEN FOR TEACHERS. 


This is a little four-page leaflet, properee by 

. G. PARDEE, containing some brief and useful 
hints for the Sunday-school teacher. It isintended 
to show the relations of the Superintendent, the 
Teachers, the Parents, the Pastor, the Church and the 
Community to the true worker in the Sunday-school 
vineyard. It also embraces some valuable principles 
of instruction, with the qualifications of a good 
teacher. Many Superintendents we have no doubt 
would lilve to distribute it in theirschools. Packages 
of 50 copies will be sent by mail for 25 cents. 









Rev. A. B. a 2 
2 





Cz. 
New York, —_ 


Batistoy 
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SONGS OF GLADNESS 


FOR 


SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 


BY J. E. GOULD, 


Author of some of the finest collections of 
Church Music published. 








The favor with which this book has been received 
during the few months since its first publication, 
is satisfactory proof that its author has supplied a 
‘want that has long been felt for a superior book of 
Music and Hymns for Sunday-schools. 





SONCS OF CLADNESS 


Contains 176 pages, with about 600 pieces, furnish- 
ing a variety of rich material, embracing some- 
thing appropriate to every season of interest in 
any school. 





SONCS OF CLADNESS 


Has met with the most cordial approval, with 
searcely a single exception, wherever submitted 
for examination, and is adopted as the standard in 
many schools. 





SONCS OF CLADNESS 


Is suited to the use of all denominations of Chris- 
tians,as nothing has been introduced conflicting 
with the views held in common among the dif- 
ferent families of the church. 





SONCS OF CLADNESS 


Promises to be the leading Music-Book among 
schools where a taste for the purest and best is 
esteemed of vital importance, instead of the light 
and trifling which too often abounds. 





PRICES OF THE BOOK. 
Per 100 Copies. 


Beautifully bound in cloth, with gilt side stamp, $50 
Substantial, stiff pasteboard covers, $ : $30 
Neat paper covers, : a SE $25 

Sample (paper cover) for examination sent by 
mail on receipt of 25 cents. 





s@-—— LIBRARIANS——“@a 


Wishing to economize both time and labor, should 
examine the “Check System Library Register,” 
now in use in Twelve Hundred Schools. Send stamp 
for a description to the publishers of this paper. 


TWELVE YEARS WITH THE CHILDREN. 
By Rev. WM. WARREN, Dist. Sec. of Am. Board, 
Clo:h, 16mo, 324 pp. Illust’d. Price $1.25, 2d Edition. 


The book is constructed upon four suggestive 
mottoes, under each of which the best traits of ju- 
venile character are brought out by a great variety 
of illustrations and anecdotes, This book contains 
many interesting and instructive stories, alt of which 
are strictly true, 


mar EVERY SUBSCRIBER “wa 
Desiring to file The Sunday-School Times should 
get one of the new, neat and substantial patent 
Binders. It will last from year toyear. Price $1; 
by mail, $1.20. 














PUBLISHERS’ 
PROPOSITION. 


Believing that a large number of earnest Sabbath- 
school workers, who do not at present receive 
The -School Times, would be both interested 
and profited by the weekly perusal of this paper, 
we offer tosend it for 17 weeks (four months) on trial 
to any one for &6O cents in advance. This pro- 
position of 


Four Months on Trial, 


will enable Superintendents to introduce the jour- 
nal to all their teachers, and thus put them in pos- 
session of one of the most valuable and inexpen- 
sive aids ever published. A subscription of 


Four Months on Trial, 


will afford an opportunity fcr any pastor, super- 

intendent, teacher or parent, to determine whether 

= paper is worthy of a place regularly in their 
omes. : 


Four Months on Trial, 


opens the way for any one, at a small outlay, to be- 
come acquainted with The Times much more satis- 
factorily than could be done by the examination of 
a single issue. Subscriptions for 


Four Months on Trial, 


will reach many families with a cheap religious 
aper every week, containing valuable suggestions 
n regard to home-culture and preparation for the 
active duties of life. 


Four Months on Trial, 


will put congregations in the way of strengthening 
the hands of their teachers, by seeing that every 
one is supplied with a paper which will assist them 
in the weekly preparation of the lesson. 

In subscribing for 


Four Months on Trial, 


if the full name and post-office address is given, 
the hy ers will all be directed separately, and thus 
reach the subscriber more promptly than if sent in 
one parcel to the school. 


BEAUTIFUL CONCERT EXERCISES 


SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 








I.—A TRIBUTE OF PRAISE TO JESUS. 

60 Cents Per Dozen. 
II.—THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED. 

36 Cents Per Dozen. 
IIIl.—THE MONUMENT OF TRUTH. 

36 Cents Per Dozen, 
IV.—THE SONG OF THE PILGRIMAGE. 

60 Cents Per Dozen. 
V.—OUR BEAUTIFUL HOME. 

66 Cents Per Dozen. 
VI.—PRECIOUS JEWELS. 

24 Cents Per Dozen. 
VII.—THE CHRISTIAN ARMOR. 

48 Cents Per Dozen. 
VIII.—MOUNT EBAL AND MOUNT GERIZIM. 

48 Cents Per Dozen. 
IX.—THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT. 

86 Cents Per Dozen. 
X.—THE LORD’S PRAYER. 

60 Cents Per Dozen. 
XI.—THE COMMANDS OF OUR SAVIOUR. 

60 Cents Per Dozen 


These Exercises consist of Readings, Hymns, and 
Recitations for Monthly or Quarterly Concerts, and 
are so arranged as to interest an entire school, and 
calculated to impress deeply the youthful mind, by 
imparting important Scripture lessons in attractive 
form. Samples of the ten sent to any one on re- 
ceipt of 45 cents. 





Lesson List for 1870. 


All schools intending to take up the course of 
Lessons that are to appear in our columns 
next year, would do well to provide their entire 
membership with 


The Sunday-School Times Lesson List for 1870, 


which can be obtained at 25 cts. per 100 copies, post- 
paid, by addressing the Publishers of this paper. 


PIANOS, [435 Broome 8t., New York. ]ORGANS, 
Cc. M. TREMAINE & BRoO., 
Manufacturers and Dealers in Piano Fortes. 


Wecan furnish new seven octave Pianos from 
$275 to $950; second-hand instruments, $30 to $260; 
new Cabinet Organs, from $45 to $1,000. We have 
the agency for the wonderful 


Burdett Combination Organ 


(with Carpenter and Burdett’s new improve 

ments), which we challenge the world to equal. 

The disagreeable, reedy tone entirely overcome in 

this instrument. Our newscale, medium-sized 7 

octave Piano-Fortes are now ready, at low 

yan for cash. Sold on installments, or rented. 
rice-lists sent to any address. 











EXAMINE THIS 


CHEAP HYMN-BOOE. 


**A Few Notes from Songs of Gladness,°’ 


Is the title of a small collection of fifteen beautiful 
Hymns, with Music, for Sabbath-schools recently 
published. It contains some delightful pieces for 
Anniversaries, Monthly Concerts and other similar 
occasions. $3 per hundred; 40 cents per dozen. At 
these rates they will be sent by mail, post-paid. 
Sample on receipt of stamp for postage, 
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THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


Published Every Week, 
$1.50 A YEAR. 
Single numbers, 5 cents. 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 


Considering the amount and variety of origina 
matter in THE TIMES, it ts believed to be the cheapest 
religious weekly published, 


2Vo subscriptions are received at less than the 
rate of $1.50 a year, no matter what number of copies 
are taken. 

‘Vo paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date for which subscription has been paid in 
advance. 

Persons desiring duplicates of The Times that 
may have been lost in the mails, will please remit 
5 cents for each copy. 

Figures are printed in connection with the sub- 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has been 
made. 

Written receipts are not necessary, as due ac- 
knowledgment for remittances is made by the use 
of these figures. 

The postage on The Times is 20 cents ayear, which 
must be paid at the post office where the subscriber 
resides. ‘ 

4 Descriptive List of Valuable Premiums will 
be sent free, on application, te any one who will 
solicit new subscribers, 

dm sending money by mail, we advise our corres- 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it can 
be done. 

All letters relating to the business management 
of The Times, or containing remittances for sub- 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in 
regard to the best publications for Sabbath-schoels, 
should be addressed to — 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA, 





